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ICE 
Munsey’s Pastoral Care Team would appreciate hav-
ing emergency contact information for our mem-
bers. This is especially important for those who have 
no relatives living in the immediate area.  We will 
hold this information (name, relationship, address, 
phone number) in strictest confidence.  You may 
send this to Michael Lester (michael@munsey.org) 
or our Parish Nurse, Judy Ingala 
(parishnurse@munsey.org). 
 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT PARENTS 
We have certainly missed being able to fellowship 
and build in-person community together over the 
past several months. We’re excited that we now 
have programming for children and youth on 
Wednesday nights from 6:00-7:00pm. 
 
We hope to offer a fellowship opportunity for par-
ents of kids and youth during their children’s pro-
gram time. Stay tuned for more information!  
 
 
 
 
 

KIDMIN HOSPITALITY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
We are so excited to begin resuming children’s  
activities at Munsey--the smiles and laughter of our 
Munsey Kids are bringing wonderful energy into our 
halls! With new procedures to keep everyone 
healthy, we have found that we are in great need of 
more hands on deck to help things flow smooth-
ly. We are looking for a few helpers on Sunday 
mornings and Wednesday evenings to greet families 
and help children move from point A to point B. If 
you would  
be willing to help (either regularly or on a rotating 
basis), please contact Katie (katie@munsey.org) or 
Kristi (kristi@munsey.org) for more information. 
 
MUNSEY APP  
Our Munsey App is now available 
in the Apple & Google Play Store 
once again! From this app, you 
can watch sermons, find the Mes-
senger, Youth, and KidMin news-
letters, read the weekly Update, 
give, and more! 
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*
8:30 & 11am Traditional Services in the Sanctuary 

9:45am Contemporary Service in the Journey 

Online after 8:30am 

 

*We have added an additional onsite service, but due to limited seating in each venue and to 
ensure a hospitable experience, we are requesting that you RSVP.   

Masks & distancing required. 
 

:
 

 

 

 
 

—

/

 www.munsey.org/easter  

 Call 423-461-8070  

 Our Munsey app  

Online only, available after 6:00pm 
 

Online only, available after 6:00pm 
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CONFIRMATION  
This time last year, our now 9th graders had their Confirmation journey put on hold due to the pandemic, 
and they and their families have handled it with such grace. They’ve waited patiently for an opportunity 
when we could safely confirm them, and we look forward to confirming them in our worship services on 
Sunday, April 25. Throughout their Confirmation classes last year, they gained so much from the different 
perspectives that their teachers, Jim Wheeler and Caitlin King, and guest speakers from our church staff 
and congregation brought to each section of their lessons. They grew together outside of their classroom 
through a retreat, serving together, and fellowship activities. The Brown Fellowship and Context classes 
poured into our Confirmands’ lives through their individual mentorships, and we are extremely thankful for 
their dedication to our students. The Confirmation experience is such a vital part of our students’ lives, and 
we hope you’ll join us in celebrating and welcoming them into our church membership on April 25 in online 
and in-person worship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CAMP BAYS MOUNTAIN 

Camp Bays Mountain is planning to host camp this summer, and registration is now open! 
Registration information can be found at www.CampBaysMountain.com. We hope to have 
several campers from Munsey attend again this summer and are offering a $100 scholar-
ship to Munsey children or youth who register for summer camp at Bays Mountain. If 
you’re interested in registering for camp with a Munsey scholarship, please contact Aman-
da Onks (amanda@munsey.org). 

Ella Barnett 
Kaelin Brown 
John Davenport 
Kaylee DeGennaro 

Sarah Geeleh 
Everett Ham 
Samuel Harris 
Rose Honeycutt 

Morgan Mahoney 
Amanda Noe 
Caleb Walley 

Katie Jackson (katie@munsey.org) & Kristi Estes 
(Kristi@munsey.org), Directors of Children’s Ministries 

 
NURSERY ON SUNDAYS 
We are very excited to announce that Sunday  
morning childcare have resumed during worship ser-
vices. RSVPs are required via the Munsey app by 
Saturday night at 6pm each week. Check-in and 
check-out will occur in the Gathering Place, as  
parents are not allowed on the preschool hallway at 
this time. Temperatures will be checked and hand 
sanitizer offered upon arrival, and a Covid waiver will 
need to be signed the first time your child at-
tends. All staff and volunteers will be masked, and 
masks are encouraged but not required for kids  
kindergarten-age and younger.   
 
SUMMER FUN 
We’re excited to announce some summer dates for 
you to mark on your calendar! The Terrific Trinity 
parTy will take place three different weeks this sum-
mer and will feature VBS-style activities. Munsey 
families can choose one week that works best for 
them from these options: June 1-3, June 22-24, or 
July 13-15, and activities will last from 6:00-8:00pm 
each night. While we would love to open these dates 
to the community, registration will be just for Mun-
sey families so we can keep numbers smaller. Stay 
tuned for more info, including how to register. If you 
already know you would like to volunteer, let Katie 
or Kristi know!  

WEDNESDAY NIGHT KIDS 
We are so excited to offer in-person fun for our Mun-
sey Kids on Wednesday nights from 6:00-7:00pm!     
 
Our 1st-6th graders w ill enjoy socially distanced 
games and a devotional time each week. We’ll follow 
all the safety rules with social distancing, masks, 
hand sanitizer, and temperature checks.  
 
Our birth-kindergarteners will enjoy a time of 
faith and community building activities. As with our 
older kids, temperature checks and hand sanitizer 
will be utilized upon arrival. All staff will be required 
to wear masks, and masks are encouraged but not 
required for kids kindergarten age and younger.    
 
For all ages (birth – 6th grade), space will be limited 
and registration will be required each week. Parents 
should RSVP by each Tuesday at 6:00pm on the 
Munsey app. Information regarding drop-off, pick-
up, and other details will be emailed to those who 
register, and a Covid waiver will need to be signed 
the first time your child attends. We can’t wait to see 
the smiles and hear the laughter of our Munsey Kids 
each week! 
 
 
  



 

 

  
  

  
 

NORTH SIDE ELEMENTARY---A GREAT PLACE TO BE! 
The Johnson City Schools’ Community Partner Award, presented at the February 2021 
board meeting, reads “Presented to Munsey United Methodist Church in recognition of your 
continued support of North Side Elementary school and Johnson City schools.” We have 
received this award a few years ago, but never during the economic stress of a worldwide 
pandemic. For this reason, Munsey members should be especially proud. 
 
Since January 2020, Munsey has donated the following to North Side: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many thanks to the Sunday school classes and individuals who have helped make North Side a great place to be! 
—Susanna Chinouth 

Steve Wheeler (steve@munsey.org), Director of Missions 
 

THE MELTING POT COMMUNITY is an example of those Christ told us to serve and care for; the least of 
these, including the poor, the hungry, the homeless and helpless, even the hopeless.  He told us that if we cared for 
them we were serving Him. These are who we serve in the Melting Pot where the community who comes there finds 
food to salve their physical hunger, The Word which quenches their spiritual thirst and from both of these they find 

Healing, Happiness and Hope. 
 
As we begin this new spring season of Hope, leaving the chaos of the past year behind us, the 
Melting Pot committee met to plan a productive and better new year in their search to serve this 
community. Throughout the past year the Melting Pot has been closed yet Munsey continued to 
provide bagged meals on a regular basis including the Shepherds breakfasts, Sunday brunch and 
lunches throughout the week. We have been unable to invite the community into the Melting Pot 
though as the new kitchen nears completion plans are being made to do so.  
 
Eager to improve its services The Melting Pot committee is considering new service opportunities 
including a community garden, and an outreach that will provide “on the street”  medical services 
to the downtown community. 
 

As we enter this season of Hope and safely re-open please search your own servants heart and see if there is room 
there to serve this mission, for your help is needed. To do so, contact Steve Wheeler at steve@munsey.org. 

LOVING OUR DOWNTOWN NEIGHBORS 
The Street Medicine Group (med students from ETSU) was here on March 20 and administered 20 J&J COVID-19 
vaccinations to our “street neighbors” and community. 
  
How many folks are we feeding on the weekend? 

 In January, we provided 217 meals. 

 In February, we provided 393 meals. 

 In March, we will provide over 400. 

 
NORTH SIDE FOOD MISSION 
The North Side Food Mission team has had an active first 
quarter as we continue to serve families. In the North Side 
School neighborhood experiencing food insecurity.  
 
We have been able to: 

 Serve 53 families in 3 months 

 Provide a total of 56 food boxes 
 
This would not be possible without the faithful support of the Munsey congregation through Faith Promises, as well 
as our “companion volunteers” who assist with the distribution every month.  —Steve Baldwin 

 
April is the month of:  

 

CLOROX WIPES 
KLEENEX 
LICE KITS 

 
Bring your donation to 

the bin around the corner 
from Connection Point. 
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 A school-wide Flocabulary computer program   
valued at $2250 

 5 iPads for related arts teachers 

 Osmo iPad learning kits for five Kindergarten and 
First grade classes 

 18 Math tool boxes for the Remote Kindergarten 
teacher 

 Take home folders for every student 

 163 backpacks 

 190 school supply bags 

 25 Hygiene bags requested by the counselor 

 10 fleece throws requested by the nurse 

 114 boxes of Kleenex 

 109 containers disinfecting wipes 
 23 lice kits 

 37 pairs of shoes 

 185 pairs of socks 

 418 pairs of underwear 

 56 shirts 

 53 cans of disinfecting 
spray 

 28 pairs of pants and     
leggings 

 10 headphones (not included in school supplies) 

 65 gift cards to Chick Fil-A and Barnes and Noble 
for the teachers and staff 

 $240 for a needy family’s educare expenses 

 Numerous T-Cap snacks 

 4 student desks 

mailto:steve@munsey.org
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CHURCH & SOCIETY NEWS 
The Church & Society team as part of its call to ministry is focusing on these areas: 
 

 Hispanic Community Outreach 
As a result of our scholarship support of Yazmin Hernandez, we have become aware of greater needs in the 
local community. Through the efforts of Tom Terry and Les Page, we are exploring opportunities to offer ESL 
classes to the community. 

 

 Health Care Reform 
Through the efforts of Karen Deakins, we are in contact with the Tennessee Justice 
Center and Tennessee Healthcare Campaign. We are investigating how we can as-
sist in their efforts to ensure all Tennesseans have access to affordable healthcare. 

 
 COVID-19 

In conjunction with the ETSU College of Public Health we plan to make COVID-19 
information available on the various Munsey platforms. We will also be working with 
Dr. Randy Wykoff, Dean of the College of Public Health to schedule Zoom calls with 
Sunday School classes to provide additional COVID awareness. 

 
We also are continuing our efforts at: 

 Working with Moms Demand Action to reduce gun violence. 

 Reduction of food insecurity through coordination with Bread for the World. 

 Ending human trafficking by partnering with Hope for Justice. 
 
To learn more about these ministry actions or participate, contact Aubrey Lee at aubrey3829@aol.com. 

A HOLSTON HOME STORY OF HOPE 
Holston Home is a Haven of Hope for many children.  Here 
is just one story of many children who found Happiness 
and Hope there.  
 
Madison’s challenges began at an early age due to her 
parents’ struggles with addiction. As a result, she spent 

years trying to find a place to 
belong. Initially Madison was not 
interested in being adopted but 
through the unconditional love 
and support of some caring 
adults, at 12 years old she found 
her forever home and was adopt-
ed. Now Madison will never again 
need to worry about not belong-
ing to a family! 
 

As followers of Jesus we too have been adopted into a 
special family – the family of God. And as spring is upon 
us, let’s be reminded of His great love for us as we cele-
brate the Resurrection this Easter and the hope that we 
have in Him. 
 
Because of your kindness and the generosity of others like 
you, youth who have been abused, abandoned, and ne-
glected are introduced to the God of mercy and love who 
is such a good Father.  
 
Your support can help meet needs that all children have 
such as food and clothing, education, recreation and Hope.  
 
Please remember our youth this spring with a prayer and 
financial gift. Your generosity helps to bring hope and 
healing for a brighter future by sharing the love of Jesus 
with children and families struggling with life’s challenges.  

UHURU ACADEMY—PRAYERS FOR PLACEMENT EXAMS 
The Form 4 students (seniors) at Uhuru Academy are taking the Kenyan Certificate of Secondary Education exam 
(KCSE) from March 26—April 19. This exam is taken by all Form 4 stu-
dents in Kenya; it is a cumulative test of all they have learned 
throughout their 4 years in secondary school. The scores on this exam 
are used to determine which college or university students are placed 
in and which course they will be studying.  
 
Students spend all four years of high school working towards this  
exam. Thankfully, our girls know that their worth is not in the grade 
they score on an exam, but instead in who God says they are and 
what Christ has done for them. They have worked hard for many 
years and are more than ready to conquer this exam.  
 
We would love for you to join us in praying for them as they continue 
to prepare and then as they sit for the exam. Pray for the Lord to give 
them supernatural strength to remain focused and persevere in the 
weeks ahead. Pray for good health. Pray that the Lord will speak His 
promises over them during this stressful season and they will stand 
firm in their identity in Jesus. 



 

 

Caitlin King (caitlin@munsey.org) & Michael King (michael.king@munsey.org), Co-Directors of Youth Ministry 
 
CONFIRMATION FAMILY INFO  
On Saturday, April 10, we’ll have a Confirmation catch-up day in the CLC Meeting Room from 9:00am-
1:00pm. We’ll be spaced out, and masks will be required. Students will work on their stoles for Confirma-
tion Day, and we’ll catch them up on other important material as well. It’s very important for our students 
to participate on this day, and we look forward to being together with them! 
 
On Saturday, April 24, we’ll have a rehearsal for students and parents to attend at 9:00am. Families can 
enter through the lower CLC white double doors, and we’ll rehearse in the CLC first. We’ll follow the re-
hearsal with a brief time of some encouraging words and prayers for our students and will be finished by 
11:00am.  
 
On Sunday, April 25, we’ll confirm students in the 8:30 Sanctuary and 11:00 Journey services. Families 
should plan to arrive in the Sanctuary by 8:00am and to attend both services. 
 
DISCIPLESHIP TEAM 
We’ve been so thankful to grow with our Discipleship Team this school year! We’ll meet on Sunday, April 
18, at 9:00am on Zoom, and Youth Staff will send Zoom info to team members. 
 
COUNSELING RESOURCES 
We know that the last few months have been especially difficult and that having someone to help process 
what we’re experiencing and feeling can be so important. We have some wonderful trained counselors who 
have volunteered their services for our students. If you would like to be connected to a counselor, please 
reach out to a Youth Staff member, and we’ll be glad to connect you.  
 
CONNECTING WITH YOUTH STAFF 
We love getting to connect with our students through porch visits, so just let us know if you would like a 
Youth Staff visit on your porch or in your yard! We would also love to see you in your extracurricular 
games and programs, so please send us your schedules, and we’ll come cheer for you! 
 
YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL 
We have Youth Sunday School on Zoom at 10:00am on Sundays and hope to see you there! Our Zoom link 
is sent via email and text each week. 
 
LIFE GROUPS 
We’re excited to be back in person for Life Groups each Wednesday from 6:00-7:00pm! We meet in church 
rooms that have plenty of space so groups can safely spread out, and we ask everyone to bring a mask to 
wear. If you would like to connect to your group virtually, just let your leaders know, and we’ll be glad to 
have everyone participate how they feel comfortable. Check your email for a list of group rooms and other 
details, and we can’t wait to see you on Wednesdays!  
 
SERVICE PROJECT 
For our April service project, we’re collecting supplies for the Melting Pot. The following items are needed: 
trash bags, bleach, dish detergent, sponges, towels for drying, spray bottles for disinfectant spray. Dona-
tions can be brought to Life Groups or dropped off at the Connection Point on Sunday mornings or week-
days from 9:00am-4:30pm. Thanks in advance for helping! 
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The spring season is always my favorite time of the year. Between the warming 
weather, blooming foliage, and celebrating Easter, there is a feeling of newness  
about the world. The warmer weather is always nice after the long winter, and the 
plants sprouting their buds gives the earth a beauty that is unmatched. Easter Sun-
day is when we reflect on the resurrection of Christ, and we remember that the 
promise of his return is our reminder to seek him constantly.  For these things,  
we give thanks to God. (Zechariah 10:1) 
 
—J.T. Rucker 

SYMPATHY TO: 
 Buddy and Kathy Thomas due to the death of Buddy’s brother, Tommy, on March 1 in Johnson City. 

 Rebecca and Ron Banton, their daughters Avery Clark, Sloan, and Marlo, in the death of Rebecca’s  
mother, Eula Pendleton, Wednesday, on March 10 died in Kingsport. 

 David Hillman and daughter Kirstie, upon the death of their wife and mother, Leslie Kersey, on March 10 
in Johnson City. 

 

May Messenger Deadline:  
April 23 

SHEPHERD’S BREAKFAST  
COMPANIONS 

 
April 3: ETSU Street Medicine Group 

April 10: Open Door Class 
April 17: Bert Allen & Friends 
April 24: Brown Fellowship 

 
We continue to practice safe guidelines,  

face coverings, and no more than  
5 "companions" per group. 

  
To serve or to learn more about our  
Saturday morning ministry for our  

downtown neighbors, contact  
 steve@munsey.org. 

FOLLOW  munseychurch  
ON INSTAGRAM  

 2/28/2021 3/7/2021 3/14/2021 3/21/2021 3/28/2021 

Budget Offering $36,489 $48,267 $16,943 $27,273 $34,817 

Capital  

Campaign 
$290 $773 $555 $660 $250 

Missions  

Offering 
$797 $2,510 $1,560 $919 $1,465 

Pastor’s  

Discretionary 
$180 $175 $155 $105 $440 

Online  

Viewership 
380 503 417 364 367 

In-Person  

Worship 
142 123 95 131 155 
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APRIL 1* 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 
Washing Dirty Feet—

Learning to Love 
 

John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
 

APRIL 2* 
GOOD FRIDAY  

TENEBRAE SERVICE 
Christ’s Passion— 

Our Passion 
 

APRIL 4 
EASTER SUNDAY 
Looking for Life— 
Being Changed by 
the Risen Christ 

 
Mark 16:1-8 

 
Bishop Ken Carder 

preaching 
 

APRIL 11 
 

Breaking Bread  
with Jesus    

 
 

Luke 24:13-33 
 

Doug Grove-DeJarnett 
preaching  

 

APRIL 18 
 

Watching Jesus  
Eat 

 
 

Luke 24:36b-48 
 

Michael Lester 
preaching 

 
 

APRIL 25 
CONFIRMATION 

SUNDAY 
 
 
 
 
 

Bishop Ken Carder 
preaching  

 
 

Online giving is easy and secure! For a brief tutorial, go to www.munsey.org/give.  

*Online only. See details on page 2.  


