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WEDNESDAY MATTERS IN JANUARY 
Have you noticed the play on words?  Wednesday Matters is the name of our mid-week time of food,  
fellowship, and fun – because those things “matter” to a church family!  Wednesday Matters! 
 

On January 8, we will gather together for the new year – and for camp!  We will have a grand evening of 
camp food, songs, and stories for everyone together.  See more on page 3. 
 

On January 15, we will kick off adult studies with some returns and some new offerings.  The line-up 
includes: 
 

 Disciple Bible Study with Carol Wilson will head into the New Testament as a follow-up to the Old 
Testament study Carol led in the fall.  Study Manuals are already available at the Connection 
Point for $16.  This study is 6:00-7:00. 

 The Chapel Study with Dave Johnston will explore “Jesus’ Stories: Their Meaning to Us.”     
Preachers use stories to illustrate their message; Jesus told stories as his message.  Did listeners 
understand the message; can we understand what Jesus meant? This study is 6:15-7:00. 

 Oasis: A Women’s Gathering with Wendy Whitmore – Women of all ages and stages can find an 
“oasis” on Wednesday evenings – a place for refreshment and nurture with other women.  This 
study is 6:15-7:00. 

 The Card Ministry with Suzanne Reaves blesses our members who are homebound, in college, or 
in the military through handwritten cards.  This group says that they are blessed even more than 
the card recipients.  This group meets 6:15-7:00. 

 Gentle Yoga with Maggie Cooper provides a place to stretch and be centered.  Participants are 
asked to make a $10 per session contribution for our certified instructor.  This group meets 6:00-
7:00. 

 The Parenting Class with John and Denise Redmond continues to learn and grow together.  This 
winter they will use the resource The Whole-Brain Child which will be available for purchase in 
various formats through Amazon or at the Connection Point for $13.  This study is 6:15-7:00. 

 The Greek Squad with Jason Bembry is a new short-term study for those who want to expand 
their biblical knowledge.  Although not required, participants may want to purchase David A. 
Black’s, Learn to Read NT Greek (3rd ed.). Books will be available at the Connection Point for 
$20.  This study is 6:15-7:00. 

 

Everyone is welcome to come for dinner!  The line for the meal opens at 5:00pm and runs through 
6:00pm.  Menus are printed each week in the Update, and reservations are needed by 10:00am on Mon-
day mornings. The cost is $7 for 9th graders–adults, $4 for 1st–8th graders, no charge for kindergarten-
ers and younger, with a family maximum of $22.  You are also welcome to bring your own meal and en-
joy fellowship with others in the gym.   
  
Wednesday really does matter!  Join the fun! 

January 5 
We Follow an Eternal Light Into  

a New Year 
 

January 12 
Remember Who(se) You Are 

January 19 
A Name that Calls You  

 
 

January 26 
Come On, Let’s Go! 
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CAMP BAYS MOUNTAIN NIGHT 
Mark your calendar for Wednesday, January 8, for our 
church-wide Camp Bays Mountain Night! Dinner will begin 
at 5:00pm in the CLC. A program for all ages will start at 
6:00pm complete with storytelling with Charles Maynard. 
We’ll have a Petro’s-style chili bar for dinner (vegetarian  
option available), along with grilled cheese sandwiches for 
kids, and s’mores for dessert.  
 
The Sunday School class or group who fills the most tables 
that night will receive a coveted Camp Bays Mountain 
award that they can proudly display in their classroom, so 
grab your friends to join you!  
 
Make your dinner RSVP through the Connection Point or at 
www.munsey.org/wednesday-matters-1 by Monday, Janu-
ary 6. The cost of dinner will be covered, and any donations 
given for the meal will go toward our Camp Bays Mountain 
pledge. 
 

 
UPWARD VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Upward games start January 11. Can you volunteer to be a greeter on  
Saturday mornings or early afternoons and/or help on Picture Day, January 
25?  Would you be interested in being next season’s League Director?  The 
League Director starts planning and promoting in September and runs the 
program through February.  Now would be a great time for the next League 
Director to shadow Bekah Pearson, our current League Director, who will 

complete grad school in May and go on to new adventures.  If you would like more information, please 
contact Patty Muse at patty@munsey.org or 423-956-2336.   
 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 
The thing about new church directories is they are old before they are published.  To keep church   
directories fresh and current, the best way to go is electronic, so now we have the ShelbyNext  
Membership App.  It is a church directory and so much more! People report one of the things they like 
best is easy look-up of addresses AND seeing the pictures.  The app is also an attendance check-in for 
Sunday School classes. Once you download the app, it’s easy to upload your picture! 
 
Take a few minutes to download the ShelbyNext Membership App 
which is available at the App Store or Google Play Store, and view an 
instructional installation video through this link:  www.munsey.org/
videos.  You must have a valid email address on file at Munsey to make 
this work.  If you have any issues or questions, please email Ed Temple 
at edt@munsey.org or call at 461-8070, x208.  This app is a great  
benefit to our church! 
 
COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP 
It is time to begin thinking about the application process for the Munsey Scholarships.  This year, things 
will be similar to last year with the addition of being able to upload your transcript.  The application is 
on the Munsey Youth page and it may be submitted online at the following address:  https://
form.jotform.com/92613131814147. 
 
Please read the first page of the application to make sure you understand the purpose, what 
the scholarships are based on, and that you qualify. The deadline for online submission of 
your application is January 31, 2020.  If you have any questions, please contact:  Gayle Hughes, Chair, 
Scholarship Committee at jimgayletn@gmail.com. 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY PRAYER TIME 
We meet once a month to pray over our Munsey Youth Ministries, parents, and volunteers. Our next 
time will be on Thursday, January 16, from 3:30-4:30pm in the Parlor. If you’d like to join us in praying 
for all involved in our Youth Ministries at Munsey, we hope to see you there! 
 
THANK YOU FROM BETTY JO MAHONEY 
To my Munsey Family: Thank you for the cards, visits, flowers, and prayers for Jeff and I during his  
battle with cancer. It was a great comfort to both of us. Thank you.   – Betty Jo Mahoney 

http://www.munsey.org/videos
http://www.munsey.org/videos
mailto:edt@munsey.org
https://form.jotform.com/92613131814147
https://form.jotform.com/92613131814147
https://form.jotform.com/92613131814147
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MELTING POT CHRISTMAS SHOP 
Ah, the joys of Christmas!  It is about giving and receiving!  We give to others 
and receive the gift of Jesus.  I am so glad that Christ came so that every person 
on earth can receive God's gift of forgiveness.  But not everyone gets to experi-
ence the joy of giving to others.  We have so many friends and neighbors that, 
for a multitude of reasons, are not able to buy gifts for friends and family.  We 
are blessed with some great ideas, like the angel trees and Toys for Tots, that 
make sure kids are able to receive gifts under their Christmas trees. Sharing the 
joy of giving needs something a little different… 
 

We help share that joy each year here at Munsey through the Melting Pot Christmas 
Shop!  Folks from both inside and outside the church donate items throughout the year.  
Our team collects the new and used items and transforms the Melting Pot into a wonder-
ful shop for our downtown friends and neighbors. We welcome old friends and new to 
shop for everyone on their Christmas list at no cost!  Our team and volunteers then help 
to wrap all those precious gifts.  Folks leave overjoyed for the chance to give to everyone 
on their list and feel empowered by the opportunity to personally pick out the perfect 
gifts.  This year, we shared the gift of Jesus with over a hundred shoppers! 
 

SAVE THE DATES!  
Looking head, Munsey will be hosting Family Promise the week of February 9.  The next week will begin on June 28 
and the last week that needs volunteers, will begin on August 30.  There will be opportunities available for provid-
ing meals, early evening hosts, overnight hosts, and fellowship just by hanging out with the families.  The mission 
of Family Promise is to help homeless and low income families achieve sustainable independence. Would you be 
willing to serve in this vital ministry? If so, contact Lauri Hale at 423-341-1687 or lauri.hale@gmail.com.  

NORTH SIDE ELEMENTARY ---A GREAT PLACE TO BE! 
John Greenleaf Whittier said, “Somehow, not only for Christmas, but all 
the long year through, the joy that you give to others is the joy that 
comes back to you. And the more you spend in blessing the poor and 
lonely and sad, the more of your heart’s possessing returns to you 
glad.” 
 

Every year, the Open Door Sunday School Class (located for many 
years in the Counseling Center) has adopted eight needy North Side 
students at Christmas time. Jo Hemphill has been spearheading this 
with her impressive shopping skills. Plus, the class has been adopting 
three children at Holston Home. 
 

The North Side home/school counselor, Tina Lunsford, coordinates this 
effort and gives us a list with the children’s name, age, and sizes. Each 
child is given at least one coat, shoes, socks, underwear, and several 
outfits. In addition, each child is asked to list two items below $20 on a 
wish list. This can be anything from a Legos set to a toy train. 
 

The Open Door class women make this a social event. We  
meet for dinner and then adjourn to the Hemphill’s for a  
wrapping party, complete with cider and cookies! The items 
purchased amounted to approximately $200 per student. 
 

This year, the Solon Gentry and the Wesley Class each  
adopted two children. In addition, a child was adopted by  
another church member and North Side teacher. 
 

Thanks to your generosity, thirteen children were given a  
joyous Christmas! 
 

---Susanna Chinouth 

January is the month of:  
 

CLOROX WIPES 
KLEENEX & 
LICE KITS 

 
Bring your donation to 
bin around the corner 

from Connection Point. 

CHURCH AND SOCIETY TEAM'S BLESSED YEAR 
Your Church and Society Team has had a busy and  
productive year as we were blessed to enjoy fruitful  
ministries. We recently had two effective programs  
instructing our members and others on how to help  
reduce the terrible scourge of gun violence in partnership 
with Moms Demand Action. Visit their website to find out 
how you might become involved with their important 
work at www.momsdemandaction.org. 
 
We continued to work with Hope for Justice to combat 
human trafficking, often referred to as modern day slav-
ery. Care for Creation activities featured well-attended 
Blessing of the Animals and other information provided to 
help us take the lead in caring for God's creation. Our 

Bread for World Sunday was well received and taught us 
how we might help those suffering from food  
scarcity.  We also provided support 
for the opening of the Langston 
Centre, which will provide great 
programs for all. 
 
So, we have had a year that was 
full of Christ's love for all we 
served.  And if you would like to 
join our team, we'd love to have 
you! Contact Aubrey Lee or John 
Crowe for more information.  



 

 

CALLING ALL CHILDREN! 
The beginning of a new year is a great time to begin 
attending or come back to Sunday School and 
Wednesday night events with your children. We  
especially invite families new to Munsey to come and 
join us. Our Children’s Sunday School begins at 
9:45am each week. Kindergarteners and younger 
children will be greeted on the Preschool Floor and 
directed to their age-level classes. Children in 1st 
through 4th grades participate in Rotation Sunday 
School, gathering in Room 209 for opening activities 
before journeying with their shepherds and teachers 
to their center of the week. Our 5th and 6th graders 
also meet upstairs in room 210 for their own time of 
Sunday School and fellowship.  
  
On Wednesday nights, beginning at 5:00pm, dinner 
is offered (reservations due Mondays by 10:00am). 
Children’s programming begins at 6:00pm for all  
ages. Nursery care is provided for our youngest  
children. Toddlers and 3-year-olds enjoy playtime in 
the nursery followed by a special time of music and 
movement activities.  Our Preschool-Kindergarteners 
meet for Wiggle Worms from 6:00-6:30 on the Pre-
school floor, and then enjoy SonBeams Choir from 
6:30-7:00 in room 206 on the children’s floor.  1st-
4th graders meet on the 2nd floor children’s hallway 
from 6-6:30 for a time of worship arts, focusing on 
various ways to lead and serve. From 6:30-7:00, our 
1st-4th graders move to room 209 for SonRise  

Singers choir. Our 5th and 6th graders meet in the 
lower level handbell room for Agape Bells from  
6:00-6:30, and then head to the choir room for HWY 
56 choir from 6:30-7:00. Sundays and Wednesdays 
are filled with laughter and learning for children at 
Munsey…come join us! 
  
HWY 56 
All 5th and 6th graders are invited to join us for HWY 
56 most Sunday afternoons during the school year 
from 4:00 to 6:00 (unless otherwise stated) for fun 
and fellowship. It is never too late to join the group!  
We participate in Bible studies, mission projects, and 
fun activities! Please contact Kristi Estes at 423-310-
1329 or kristi@munsey.org for more information. We 
will resume our afternoons together on January 
12th… more info to come soon! 
  
VBS SAVE THE DATE! 
Please mark your calendars and plan to join us June 
15-18 for an incredible week of VBS!  During 
“Knights of the North Castle” VBS, we will learn how 
to be strong in the Lord and in the strength of God’s 
power by exploring how we put on the armor of 
God.  Our epic quest will be full of adventure, laugh-
ter, learning, and fun.  It’s never too early to be 
thinking of how you would like to join us in our VBS 
adventure.  See Katie or Kristi for more information 
and to let us know how you would like to participate 
on our VBS team! 
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NO ROOM IN THE BARN 
In January 2016, we launched our dairy business 
with the vision to provide employment to Kenyans 
and help financially support Uhuru Academy. Nearly 
four years later, the Freedom Dairy Farm employs 
five full-time staff members, is self-sustainable, and 
is bursting at the seams. The barn at the Freedom 
Dairy Farm was built to house 36 cows. We currently 
have 50 cows, with 26 on the way! As you can imag-
ine, space is tight and our farm staff are very busy. 
In order for our dairy business to continue to grow, 
be successful, and provide financial support to Uhuru 
Academy, we are in need of an additional barn as 
well as repairs to our current barn.  
 

Would you consider donating to help us build a new 
barn at the Freedom Dairy Farm? For more info,  
visit, www.freedomglobal.org/donate. 

 

MEXICO MEDICAL MISSION 
Would you like to serve on a medical team to Mexico? The Methodist Church from Holston Conference has 

been leading a medical team to this area since 1983. A team is forming that will travel to 
Ixtepec and Tatoxcac, April 18-26, 2020. The opportunity to serve the Mexican people is a 
rewarding experience. Many do not have access to care or medications. Our team is in the 
area every six months and attempts to have medications for at least six months.  Please 
note, this area is not on the border and a much safer place in Mexico to work. This is a 
camping type experience. Our team will need doctors, nurses, interpreters, and people 
who are willing to serve. Please email Anna Kapoor at mexicomedicalmissiontn@gmail.com 
for an application as soon as possible. Our team leaders are Frank Snyder (pharmacist), 
Rev. Ramon Torres, Dr. Paul Brown (physician), Angela Bowker (treasurer), and Anna  
Kapoor (logistics). 



 

 

  
  

  
  

 
 

SUNDAY NIGHT UMYF SCHEDULE 
UMYF is back in full swing, and we’re excited to fellowship together on Sunday nights! Jubilation Ringers for 9th-12th 
graders meet at 4:00pm in the Bell Room, and Genesis I Youth Choir meets at 5:00pm in the Choir Room. We’ve add-
ed a new night this year, our BIG (Big Interactive Group) Night, where we fellowship as one group in youth host 
homes. UMYF begins with Snack Supper at 6:00pm (in the CLC Meeting Room when on-site) and ends at 7:30, unless 
otherwise noted. Here’s our January schedule: 
 

January 5: Confirmation Dinner at 6:00pm, no other rehearsals or Youth activities  
January 12: Resurrection meeting (Snack Supper at 6:00pm and meeting at 6:30pm)  
January 19: BIG Night at Emorie Browning’s house (Meet at church at 6:00pm for a ride or there at 6:30pm. 
Parents can pick up there at 7:30pm or church at 8:00pm.) 
January 26: No UMYF 

 
YOUTH FLOOR OPEN HOUSE 
We’ll have a Youth Floor Open House on Thursday, January 2, where the third floor will be open from 2:00-4:00pm. 
We’ll hang out, watch movies, and play games, and students can bring snacks to share. Friends are always welcome! 

 
RESURRECTION 
We’re taking a great group of students and adults to Resurrection the weekend of January 24-26 and are looking  
forward to an amazing weekend! We’ll have our group Resurrection meeting on Sunday, January 12, at 6:30pm in the 
CLC, with Snack Supper in the CLC Meeting Room at 6:00pm. We’ll go over all the trip info, fill out forms, rooming  
requests, and more. All youth who have registered for Resurrection should be at this meeting with their parent(s), and 
Resurrection chaperones should attend as well. Check out www.munsey.org for an interactive medical release form, if 
you haven’t already filled one out for this year. We’ll have a short chaperone meeting after the general meeting.  
Please let Amanda know if you have any questions (amanda@munsey.org). 
 
CONFIRMATION DINNER 
Our 8th graders and their parents will join together on Sunday, January 5, for their Confirmation parent dinner and  
service at 6:00pm in The Gathering Place. We’ll provide the drinks and paper products and ask Confirmation students 
and parents to bring potluck food to share. Let Caitlin know how many in your family will be coming by Friday, January 
2. We’re looking forward to a wonderful evening of fellowship, sharing, and communion with our Confirmation families!  
 
BASKETBALL OPEN GYM 
Michael King will be in the CLC on January 13 from 7:30-8:30pm for any who would like to play basketball.  Bring your 
friends and adults are welcome too! 
 
MULTI HIGH PICK-UP 
Each Wednesday, 7th-9th graders will need money for a snack and the activity (if there is a cost). We return to church 
by 5:30pm each week.  We have a bell group that meets afterward from 5:30-6:00pm.  For the first-time students 
coming to MHPU, there will be a free treat at our snack stop.  Friends are always welcome! Here’s our schedule for 
January: 
 

January 1: No MHPU 
January 8: ice skating ($6)  
January 15: ARM service project 
January 22: open gym/ homework day at Wesley Memorial UMC 
January 29: bow ling ($6) 

 
PRAYER BREAKFAST 
Prayer Breakfast is at 6:30am at the West Market St. Chick-fil-A on Thursdays for our 9th-12th graders and will start 
back on January 9. For your first time to Prayer Breakfast, you’ll get a free chicken biscuit or chicken minis, so bring 
your friends! We have rides available to school after Prayer Breakfast. 
 
LIFE GROUPS 
We’ll all attend the Camp Bays Mountain Night together on January 8, and Life Groups will start back on January 15.  
 
MISSION TRIPS 
We’re taking two mission trips this year, and you can find information about both of them on our website. We’re going 
to try our JC for JC local mission trip on spring break, March 15-18, in hopes that our UH students can attend. We’re 
heading to Birmingham, AL the week of June 21-27 to do home repair and serve through some inner-city ministries 
there. January 12 is the deposit day for both trips, and students planning to go on JC for JC should bring $25 to  
reserve a spot.  It’s $75 for those planning to go to Birmingham. 
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February Messenger Deadline:  
January 20 

SHEPHERD’S BREAKFAST HOSTS 
 

January 4: Boones Creek Christian 
Church 

January 11: Explorers Class 
January 18: Milligan Students 

 
Please contact john.crowe@munsey.org  

 12/1/2019 12/8/2019 12/15/2019 12/22/2019 12/29/2019 

Budget Offering $22,974 $45,168 $38,269 $49,819 $47,604 

Capital  

Campaign 
$232 $727 $372 $2,363 $1,109 

Missions  

Offering 
$440 $980 $6,845 $9,160 $15,803 

Pastor’s  

Discretionary $233 $827 $142 $303 $865 

Worship  
Attendance 469 553 583 591 307 
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UMW MEETINGS 
The United Methodist Women is the largest denominational faith organization for women whose mission is  
fostering spiritual growth, developing leaders, and advocating for justice.  We participate in monthly Circle 
meetings, donate to global missions, and sponsor monthly local mission projects. There are many opportuni-
ties to participate! 
 

 Circle 1 meets January 16 (3rd Thursday) at 10:00am in Munsey’s CLC Meeting Room.  We will 
be studying Moses by Adam Hamilton.  

 Circle 2 meets January 9 (2nd Thursday) at 1:00pm in Munsey’s Parlor.  We would like anyone 
to join us in creating prayer shawls and baby blankets. 

 Circle 5, the Book Circle, meets January 27 (4th Monday) at 7:00pm. The location and book 
will be announced at a later date.  

 Circle 7 meets January 21 (3rd Tuesday) at 7:00pm at Lauri Hale ’s house on 210 Emerald 
Court, Johnson City. 

 Circle 9 meets January 16 (3rd Thursday) at 1:00pm in Munsey’s Parlor.   
 Circle 10 meets January 16 (3rd Thursday) at 7:00pm at Sandy Thomas’ home on 1829 Waters 

Edge Drive, Johnson City. 
 

UMW READING PROGRAM 
The UMW Reading Program was established to expand our understanding of God’s mission.  
Each month, one book from the Reading Program will be highlighted.  These books can be 
found in Munsey’s Library on the bookshelf to the right of the card catalog. 
  

Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos or Community  
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 
Each year on the third Monday in January, we celebrate Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday.  
In 1967, Dr. King isolated himself in a house in Jamaica writing his final manuscript.  He  
described his dreams for America - need for better jobs, higher wages, decent housing, and quality education.  
Even though his book was written over fifty years ago, King’s writings are still relevant today. 
 
 
UMW MISSION FOR JANUARY 
The UMW mission project for January is The River.  Items needed are: disposable diapers of all sizes, laundry 
detergent, and baby wipes.  
 

In January, we are going to curl up with some of our newest books in the Library. Reading is an adventure 
that expands your mind and gives life more LIFE.  “A reader lives a thousand lives before he dies. The man 
who never reads lives only one.“ (George R. R. Martin)  Here are a few of our newest books: 

 The Return of the Prodigal Son by Henri J. M. Nouwen 
 Night Light by Dr. James and Shirley Dobson 
 Sabbath: Finding Rest, renewal, and Delight in our Busy Lives by Wayne Miller 
 Divine Alignment: How Godwink Moments Guide Your Journey by Squire Rushnell 
 Deep and Wide: Creating Churches Unchurched People Love to Attend by Andy Stanley 
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JANUARY 5 
We Follow an Eternal 
Light Into a New Year 

John 1:1-18 
 

Sanctuary 
8:30 & 11:00  
Carol Wilson 
 preaching 

 
Journey 

8:30 & 11:00  
Michael Lester  

preaching  
 

11:00 Open Door  
Patty Muse 
preaching 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JANUARY 12 
Remember Who(se) 

You Are 
Matthew 3:13-17 

 
Sanctuary 

8:30 & 11:00    
Michael Lester 

preaching  
 

Journey 
8:30 & 11:00  
 Carol Wilson 

preaching 
 

11:00 Open Door  
Patty Muse 
preaching 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JANUARY 19 
A Name that Calls You  

John 1:29-42 
 
 

Sanctuary 
8:30 & 11:00    

Douglas Grove-DeJarnett 
preaching 

 
Journey 

8:30 & 11:00  
Michael Lester 

preaching  
 

11:00 Open Door  
Patty Muse  
preaching 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JANUARY 26 
Come On, Let’s Go! 
Matthew 4:12-23 

 
 

Sanctuary 
8:30 & 11:00    
Michael Lester 

preaching 
 

Journey 
8:30 & 11:00  
Patty Muse  
preaching  

 
11:00 Open Door  
 Guest Preacher  

 
 
 
 
 


