
 

 

April 2018 



 

 

  
  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Rejoice, Pray, Give Thanks! is our fall stewardship emphasis. Developing a life of gratitude will be our focus as we 
practice giving thanks for all the many gifts God offers to us and we share each day. 
 
Here are the resources that will guide our journey: 
 
"Grateful: The Transformative Power of Giving" will be our sermon series October 18 - November 22. We will fo-
cus on gratitude. Gratitude can transform common days into thanksgiving, turn disappointment into joy, and 
change ordinary to extraordinary. At www.munsey.org/stewardship you can find:  
 

 A 7-Day Guide to Gratitude provides a daily opportunity to develop awareness, practices, and 
prayer. Grab a journal or your phone to jot down your reflections as we shape our individual and com-
munal lives in the ways of gratitude and thanksgiving. Repeat the process week after week. 

 Table Talk and Reflection Guide is a condensed version of the 7-Day Guide. Each day provides a 
scripture, call to awareness, practices, and prayer. Use this yourself and share this gratitude path with 
others. 

 A hanging tag has been mailed to families of youth & children. Email nancy.whistine@munsey.org if you 
would like another. 

 
Trish Patterson and Jamie Johnson are leading our online adult Sunday School lessons with an emphasis on grati-
tude. You can find it at our munsey.org homepage and our YouTube page (Search: YouTube Munsey Church). 
Lessons are posted on Sunday mornings and can be viewed at any time after.  
 
A Wednesday night Zoom small group facilitated by Patty Muse will also draw on the 7-Day Guide themes. This 
group meets from 6:00-7:00. For more information and to receive the Zoom invitation, contact  
patty@munsey.org. 
 
Sunday, November 22, we will express our gratitude through our financial commitments for 2021.  A life of grati-
tude expresses itself in concrete practices that shape our hearts and transform the world. Watch for more infor-
mation as we prepare to participate in God’s generosity of blessing and grace in 2021.
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FINANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE: 
THE HOME STRETCH 
If you have participated in or 
watched any type of race, you know 
the phrase “coming down the home 
stretch.” That’s what an announcer or 
other fans say to alert us that those 
in the race are nearing the finish line.  
Likewise, at Munsey we are coming 
down the home stretch to the finish 
line for Munsey’s 2020 church year.   
Even during this most challenging 
year, Munsey is open to run the race 
well for ministry, mission, music, ser-
vice, and worship for us and for oth-
ers.   
 
Our income received year to date 
through October 21 was 
$1,538,840.09; our expenses for 
ministry totaled $1,556,006.67.  This 
left an annual operating deficit year 
to date of $17,166.58.  As we ap-
proach the finish line for our 2020 
stewardship, it is a good time to re-
view what we each have accom-
plished to share our resources to 
share God’s love this year while we 
also determine how we may finish 
well.  
 
First, please review your upcoming 

Giving Statement from the Munsey 
Finance Office to ascertain whether 
your giving for the church budget is 
on track.  Next, if you have made 
pledges for capital improvements, 
missions, and Camp Bays Mountain 
or now wish to offer help in these 
ways, you’ll want to check your pro-
gress for these vital areas also.  Then 
please consider other ways to give 
and share your blessings.  Perhaps a 
gift of appreciated stock or a qualified 
charitable distribution from your IRA 
(please consult your tax advisor) rep-
resent old or new ways for you to 
provide thoughtful support while also 
being tax smart.  Finally, is your es-
tate plan updated to include Munsey 
as the beneficiary of your will, a life 
insurance policy, a retirement ac-
count, or in other ways to foster your 
enduring legacy for the Kingdom to 
prosper here?   
 
Thank you for your continued faith-
fulness in the “home stretch” as 
working together, we’ll cross the fin-
ish line with the victory in the name 
of Jesus Christ.  God bless you!   
 
Jeff Anderson, Chair,  
Finance Committee 

 
HOSPITALITY JOB OPENING 
Munsey is seeking an energetic,  
engaged member to serve as our Ask 
Me Coordinator.  Currently, the pri-
mary role is to recruit and train warm 
and friendly people to provide hospi-
tality on Sunday mornings for our 
Sanctuary and Journey worship ser-
vices and other gatherings we may 
have.  As we expand in-person gath-
erings, this role will also include pres-
ence at weddings and funerals.  Our 
Ask Me Coordinator will also help us 
vision the future, discerning ways to 
be invitational personally and digital-
ly.  The Ask Me Coordinator is part of 
the Invite Team.  This is a paid part-
time position with flexibility.  For 
more information or to apply, please 
contact Patty Muse /  
patty@munsey.org / 423-956-2336. 
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OUTDOOR MOVIE NIGHT 
We’ve enjoyed being together in com-
munity outside lately, and we hope 
you’ll plan to join our Outdoor Movie 
Night on Sunday, November 8, at 
5:30pm. We’ll be set up in the Lower 
CLC parking lot, and you can park 
your car and watch from there or 
bring chairs to sit in your parking 
space if the weather is nice. We look 
forward to seeing you there! 
 
NORTH SIDE TEACHER TREE 
We are excited to be hosting a North Side Teacher Tree 
again this holiday season to show love and appreciation 
for the staff at North Side and know it will be welcomed 
this year more than ever.  
 
In mid-November, there will be a tree near the Connec-
tion Point filled with ornaments with Christmas wishes 
from staff on them. We hope you’ll stop by to get an or-
nament, buy a small gift or two that the staff member 
might like.  
 

The tree will be up through 
November 29, and all wrapped 
gifts should be brought back to 
the Connection Point by Sun-
day, December 6.  
 
If you would like to sponsor a 
teacher gift but aren’t able to 
come by the church, please 
contact Amanda Onks 
(amanda@munsey.org), and 
we’ll be sure to connect you 
with a staff member’s wish list.  
You don’t have to spend more 
than $15-$20, but the time 
you take to show a little love 
to our North Side staff will go 
a long way! 

COMMUNITY CARDS 
We are expressing our gratitude to educators who are 
going above and beyond for our  
community through November 15! 
(Deadline extended.) Our congre-
gation has already returned over 450 
signed cards (woohoo!), but we need 
650 more to have one for all Johnson 
City Schools and University School 
staff.   Here is how you can write a 
note of encouragement: 
 
1) Pick up a pack of 10 (or 20) cards 

 On Sunday mornings 

 On weekdays inside the main office (glass door) 
entrance between 9:00am-3:00pm. Ring the bell 
when you arrive. 

2) Write an encouraging note on the back 
3) Return cards to the same spot by 11/15 
 
 
 

 

REJOICE, PRAY, GIVE THANKS 
Our stewardship emphasis this year centers on showing gratitude, and we look forward to families journeying through 
our 7-Day Guide to Gratitude together each week. In addition to the other materials you received in the mail, we’re 
excited to offer a car tag specific to families that highlights a verse, question, and prayer for each day and hope it’s 
helpful for your family to guide discussions. If you need another car tag, just let Amanda Onks (amanda@munsey.org) 
know. 
 
PHOTO AND VIDEO RELEASE 
We love taking pictures at our church and KidMin events, and we always ask for permission before using pictures of 
children in our publications and online. If you haven’t already done so, please fill out our photo release 
(www.munsey.org/children) and drop it off at the Connection Point or email it back to Katie or Kristi. If you have more 
than one child, you can do one form for everyone, and it will stay on file so you won’t need to fill out another one next 
year.  
 
SAFETY UPDATE 
We just wanted to let you know that we continue to stay in touch with the Holston Conference and our Three Rivers 
District office regarding guidelines for children’s ministry during this pandemic. We currently aren’t able to host Sunday 
School or other groups for all of our children but continue to be in conversation about safety updates and what we may 
do when we are able. We miss seeing your kiddos so much and look forward to when we’re able to meet with them 
again! 
 
ADVENT FAIR 
We are currently making plans for our annual Advent Fair. Look for more details soon! 



 

 

  
  

  
 

NORTH SIDE ELEMENTARY--A GREAT PLACE TO BE!
In a pandemic, I think one of the things I miss seeing is 
other people’s smiles underneath their mask. When we 
presented five iPads to the teachers, the first thing they 
said is that they were sorry we couldn’t see their big 
smiles! (Left to right in the pho-
to is Ashley Wolfe, Westley Har-
ris, and Nancy McDonald.) 

Ashley Wolfe, the librarian, said 
she would use the Story Creator 
app where students can create 
story books containing photos, 
videos, text, and audio all in one 
collection. It brings students’ 
best stories to life and easily 
allows kids to retell and share 
their most memorable moments. 
She also plans to use the iPad 
with 3rd and 4th grade coding. 

Westley Harris, in the Arts Lab, will use the Chrome   
Music Lab, which is a Google project that is helping peo-
ple get in touch with their musical side. Songmaker is an 
experiment in Chrome Music Lab that is a simple way for 
anyone to make and share a song. With the iPad,      
students can mix levels and record their creations. 

Nancy McDonald, the P.E. teacher, will use the iPad to 
play music during class. She also will video students and 
use the video as a teaching tool, showing them their 
form and teach them how to throw a ball, for example. 

Munsey bought a total of 5 iPads for North Side. The 
other two will be used by Valerie Orfield in the Science 
Lab and Robin Murphy in Counseling classes. Since North 
Side is a S.T.E.A.M. school (science, technology, engi-
neering, arts, and mathematics), it was really nice that 
your generosity helped equip these vital Related Arts 
teachers with equipment that they need! 

---Susanna Chinouth 

ISAIAH’S HOLSTON HOME CHRISTMAS 

Isaiah came to Holston Home just before Christmas, af-
ter his dad died and his mother needed help caring for 
him. He was scared because he was away from his fami-
ly for the first time. The separation was even more diffi-
cult due to the season. During the first few days he ate 
extra helpings at each meal because his family lacked 
reliable, nutritious food. 

As Christmas approached, Isaiah was amazed by the 
preparations, decorations, Christmas tree, lights outside, 
food, and gifts. As staff prepared the Christmas meal, 
Isaiah revealed he had never eaten Christmas sugar 
cookies so he was excited to help make them.  He meas-
ured the ingredients, rolled the dough, and cut the 
shapes perfectly. After the cookies were baked, he deco-
rated them with red and green frosting and sprinkles.  
He was proud of the cookies and couldn’t wait to share 
them. 

Isaiah’s family joined him for Christmas dinner. After the 
meal, he served the cookies to his family. Isaiah said 

this was his best 
Christmas because he 
and his family felt wel-
comed at Holston and 
didn’t have to worry 
about having a Christ-
mas dinner. He ex-
claimed that his new 
favorite dessert was 
Christmas sugar cook-
ies!  

Isaiah returned home after Holston helped his mother 
find stable employment with an income that met their 
needs. He left Holston with wonderful Christmas memo-
ries and a hope shared with each of us because of God’s 
gift of His son on that first Christmas. We rejoice with 
Isaiah and his family and invite you to join in the cele-
bration.  

Please be as generous as you can on this Fifth Sunday –     
November 29 – to help kids like Isaiah. 

 

 

November is the month of:  
 

MONEY FOR HAMS & 
FOOD BOXES 

 

Donations can be mailed or  
delivered to main glass door  

entrance at church  
Mon-Fri from 9:00am—3:00pm. 
(Ring the bell when you arrive.) 
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MIATTA’S BUILD-HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
As you can see, the Habitat build for Miatta and her 
family at 905 Jackson Ave in Johnson City is in pro-
gress, and we are scheduled to help in that build No-
vember 11-14. We will be working OUTSIDE installing 
landscaping and 8 “companion workers” are needed 
each day from 9:00am-3:00pm. I have visited the site 
and Habitat is doing everything possible to ensure the 
safety of those working on the build. 
 
Be sure to click on the button affirming that you have 
read the Release & Waiver of Liability. 
 
If you have any questions, contact Steve Wheeler,  
Missions Coordinator, at 461-8070, ext. 209 or  
423-946-4947. 

To sign up: 
 Go to www.holstonhabitat.org 

 Click on “Volunteer” 

 Click on “Construction” 

 Click on “Volunteer on Miatta’s build” 

 Next click on “Volunteer” (on the right) 

 Scroll down to I week 9 

 Enter password Munsey 
 Click on “unlock shifts” 

 Choose your shift 
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FREEDOM GLOBAL: A "FEEL-GOOD" STORY 
Do you ever wonder if your donations to an organiza-
tion really make a difference? Let me assure you that 
every dollar donated to Freedom Global makes an 
eternal difference in the lives of the girls at Uhuru 
Academy. Most of the students enrolled at this all-girls 
boarding high school come from very impoverished 
circumstances, some without electricity and most 
without indoor plumbing. After these girls arrive at 
Uhuru Academy, they receive a top-notch education, 
are loved on, and receive Christian discipleship. 
Let me tell you about Catherine. She is a Form 4 stu-
dent (Senior) and aspires to become a neurosurgeon, 
with Dr. Ben Carson being her role model. Last year, 
she was one out of only 100 students over the entire 
African continent to be accepted into the Yale Young 
African Scholars Program! This year she was selected 
to participate in the Yale Young Global Scholars Pro-
gram! This was what she had to say about this experi-
ence: 
 
"My Yale Young Global Scholars Seminar was the best 
five days experience that I have ever had in my life. I 
got accepted for the Applied Science and Engineering 
Session IV, which was my number one choice. The 
lectures, seminars, simulations, and family time were 
absolutely wonderful! The week was enriched with bi-
ology related studies. We studied the application of 

music in detecting one's 
heartbeat, the kind of 
pandemics that have hap-
pened in the recent centu-
ries, and how their reser-
voirs are almost similar. 
I enjoyed the diversity of 
ideas during the seminar 

and am glad that I got to interact with teenagers from 
130 countries and 50 America states. As a group of 
three we did a simulation project, where we came up 
with ways in which the Kenyan Government could sub-
sidize rent to cater for the ongoing eviction crisis. The 

major way was diversion of funds that were allocated 
for education since schools are closed. It was extreme-
ly fulfilling. 
 
Family time was the best. Apart from taking pictures 
and having fun, we discussed vital issues such as the 
danger of a single story. The danger is that one judges 
based on the single perspective that they have about 
someone, something, or even a country and sadly this 
makes them to miss out on the 
positive side and ultimately the big 
picture." 
 
Note: All public schools in Kenya 
have been closed since March. 
However, Uhuru Academy, a pri-
vate school, has remained open, 
with the students learning remotely 
and the teachers being paid thanks 
to the many persons who sponsor 
students. The Form 4 students 
have returned to Uhuru Academy 
as of Tuesday, October 13, 2020. 
They will finish up their school year 
and take the grueling three-week 
session of KCSE (Kenya Certificate 
of Secondary Education) exams--
about 20 exams total. These re-
sults will determine whether 
these students will qualify to go 
to university or college. It is still unknown when the 
remainder of the students will return to the classroom. 
Meanwhile, they continue to learn using zoom classes 
on phones. 
 
If you would be interested in supporting a student 
through a financial sponsorship, of any amount, or by 
being a prayer partner, contact Donna Crosswait at 
donna@freedomglobal.org. 
 
 

 

CHURCH & SOCIETY - NOVEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
The Church & Society team is especially focused on John Wesley’s Three Simple Rules. To that 
end we are continuously in prayer as to how we can strive to live into them. The first, Do No 
Harm, is the foundation of our involvement with an organization that focuses on the problem 
of human trafficking. 
 
Today, there are an estimated 20.9 million modern day slaves in the world. Hope for Justice is 
an international charity, with their U.S. office located in Nashville, working to end human traf-
ficking through training, restoration, and investigation. As a church we support Hope for Jus-
tice with monetary donations and our prayer. Many of you have attended the Sunday School 
awareness sessions that Hope for Justice has conducted in the CLC. The Church & Society 
Team wishes to share with you on a regular basis some of the prayer requests that we get 
from them. Recently Hope for Justice was able to rescue three teenaged girls from a brothel 
in Cambodia. These girls are now safe and we invite you to pray with us that these girls, with 
help from Hope for Justice, can re-start their education and learn skills that will prepare them  
for working in a safe place, free from exploitation. 

Catherine Munyiva 
Ndirangu 

 

SYMPATHY: Sympathy to the family and friends of Dr. Gil Rannick who passed away on October 17 in Johnson City. 
to Priscilla Ramsey in the death of her brother, Richard Webster, on Oct 18 in Seattle, Washington; to Mary Ruth Jef-
fers in the death of her sister, Fannye Kate Chase on October 18 in Jonesborough; and to Judy and Steve Herron and 
family in the death of Judy’s brother-in-law, Spencer G. Slaughter, on October 24 in Potomac, MD.   
 
CONGRATULATIONS: Congratulations to Zeke and Avery Clark on the birth of their daughter, Tatum Kendall, on Oc-
tober 7.  Proud Munsey grandparents are Ron and Rebecca Banton; to Austin and Maitland Holbrook on the birth of 
their daughter, Frances Lane, born on October 9, 2020.  Proud Munsey grandparents are John and Patty Holbrook; and 
to Joe and Jacqueline (Hughes) Montileone on the birth of their son, Bowen James, on October 17 .  Proud Munsey 
grandparents are Jim and Gayle Hughes and great-grandmother, Ann Hawkins. 



 

 

 

CONNECTING WITH YOUTH STAFF 
We love getting to connect with our students through porch visits, so just let us know if you would like a Youth 
Staff visit on your porch or in your yard! We would also love to see you in your extracurricular games and pro-
grams, so please send us your schedules, and we’ll come cheer for you! 
 
YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL 
We have Youth Sunday School on Zoom at 10:00am on Sundays and hope to see you there! Our Zoom link will be 
sent via email and text each week. 
 
LIFE GROUPS 
Life Groups are in-person on Wednesdays from 6:00-6:45pm, and we hope to be able to meet inside once the 
time changes. When we meet, please remember to wear your mask and enter and exit through the white CLC 
doors under the portico. Check your email or the youth website for info on group meeting spaces and please don’t 
hesitate to let us know if you still need to connect through Zoom or FaceTime!     
 
SERVICE PROJECT 
We’re excited to offer a monthly service project to share love with others and hope your family will participate  
together. This month, we ask students, parents, and volunteers to take an ornament from our North Side tree to 
share love with a staff member this Christmas. The tree will be up through November 29, and all wrapped gifts 
should be brought back to the Connection Point by Sunday, December 6. If you would like to sponsor a teacher 
gift but aren’t able to come by the church, please contact Amanda Onks (amanda@munsey.org), and we’ll be sure 
to connect you with a staff member’s wish list. Thanks in advance for helping! 
 
REJOICE, PRAY, GIVE THANKS 
Our stewardship emphasis this year centers on showing gratitude, and we look forward to families journeying 
through our 7-Day Guide to Gratitude together each week. In addition to the other materials you received in the 
mail, we’re excited to offer a car tag specific to families that highlights a verse, question, and prayer for each day 
and hope it’s helpful for your family to guide discussions. If you need another car tag, just let Amanda Onks 
(amanda@munsey.org) know. 

COVID-19, COLDS, AND FLU: HOW MAY I KEEP MYSELF AND MY FAMILY SAFE 
We have been bombarded by the information about COVID-19 for almost 8 months and have “done our best” to 
stay healthy and to avoid getting the viral infection.  As the fall and winter months approach, our strategies to 
combat COVID-19 have to be enhanced to avoid contracting the seasonal flu and colds. One of the most        
important strategies is to be mindful of the every day things we touch that are “alive” with germs and viruses.  
Here are a few: 

1. Cellphones: Wash your hands and wipe it down 
with an antibacterial wipe 

2. Remote control: Keep your hands clean and wipe it 
down with an antibacterial wipe 

3. Computer Keyboard with Computer shut down: Use 
rubbing alcohol on a cotton ball to clean around 
each key 

4. Dish Sponge: So hard to keep clean. Tip: replace it 
when it starts to smell 

5. Toothbrush Holder: Bacteria stick to the bristles 
and drip onto holder. Stick the holder in the dish-
washer on a regular basis 

6. Dog Toys: Every where Fido drags the toy, it picks 
up germs.  Clean rubber toys by hand or in dish-
washer top shelf and toss fabric ones into the wash 

7. Money: Research found that most bills have 3,000 
types of bacteria. Best process, wash your hands!!  

8. Office Coffee Cup: Take it home everyday and put 
it in the dishwasher. 

9. Laundry: Many nasty viruses make it through the 
spin cycle and dryer.  Wash everything you can on 
hot, use bleach when possible and don’t shorten 
the drying time. 

10. Purse: Purse are full of bacteria since it rarely gets 
cleaned.  Where ever you put it down,……dirty 
counters, bathroom stalls, car floor boards, it accu-
mulates travelers on the outside.  Hang it on a 
hook when possible, clean it inside and out with 
antibacterial wipes  

11. ATM: Hundreds of people from everywhere touch 
the buttons on the ATMs.  Researcher found food, 
bacteria from rotting plant and dairy products, and 
mold linked to baked goods.  Hint, the machines in 
laundromats and stores were the dirtiest.  WASH 
YOUR HANDS! 

12. Shopping Carts: These have it all… a package of 
dripping meat juice, your little one in the seat may 
be dirty, outside dirt; all of these have bacteria/
germs which cause diarrhea.  Wipe the handle and 
seat down and wash your hands  

13. Soap Dispensers: May be full of bacteria.  If you 
wash with it, you may transfer the germs to any-
thing that you touch afterward.  Wash hands thor-
oughly and dry with paper towels.  Air dryers can 
spread germs as well. 

Resource: August 20,2020 issue of WebMD 
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December Messenger Deadline:  
November 19 
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 10/4/2020 10/11/2020 10/18/2020 10/25/2020 

Budget Offering $21,425 $28,146 $13,516 $39,525 

Capital  

Campaign 
$1,271 $597 $1,422 $587 

Missions  

Offering 
$917 $1,324 $1,266 $2,829 

Pastor’s  

Discretionary 
$614 $232 $162 $597 

Online  

Viewership 
486 443 438 326 

In-Person  

Worship 
118 119 93 101 

SHEPHERD’S BREAKFAST HOSTS 
 

November 7: Cornerstone Class 
November 14: Wesley Class 

November 21: Strong Tower Baptist Church 
November 28: Virgil Anderson Class  

 
 
 

Please contact steve@munsey.org  
if you are able to assist. 

FOLLOW  munseychurch  
ON INSTAGRAM  

 

In a letter to the Philippians, Paul the Apostle wrote that they should not be worried, but that 
they should approach the Lord with prayers of thanksgiving, and with supplication. The ad-
vice that he gave to those early Christians is still resonating loudly with us today. Prayer is 
how we communicate with God, and when we come to him with gratitude for the things he 
has done, we are also rewarded with the gift of His perfect peace.   
 
This comfort, “which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.” Thanks be to God for calming the concerns of this world and giving us the gift 
of eternal life.  Philippians 4:6-7   

—J.T. Rucker 

 
 
UMW READING PROGRAM 
The UMW Reading Program was established to expand our understanding of God’s mis-
sion. Each month, one book from the Reading Program will be highlighted.  These books 
can be found in Munsey’s Library on the bookshelf to the right of the card catalog. 
 
  Raising World Changers in a Changing World: How One Family Discovered 

the Beauty of Sacrifice and the Joy of Giving by Kristen Welch 
 
If you feel that raising your child to impact the world is a huge struggle or even impossi-
ble think again.  Kristen Welch shows parents how to instill in their children the joy that 
comes from sharing what they’ve given with others who have less.  Raising kids to be 
generous with their time, abilities, and money builds deep-rooted character.  Even small 
acts of kindness and compassion can change the world.  All of us are helped when we 
stop to help others.  This book doesn’t offer quick-fixes or easy answers, but it is very 
thought-provoking.  “It is more blessed to give than receive.”  (Acts 20:35) 
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NOVEMBER 1 
Grateful  
Together  

 
Hebrews 12:1-3  

 
Doug Grove-

DeJarnett  
Preaching 

 
 

NOVEMBER 8 
Thankful &  

Festive  
 

2 Samuel 6:12-15  
 

Patty Muse 
 Preaching 

 
 
 

NOVEMBER 15 
Circles of  
Gratitude  

 
Luke 19:1-10  

 
Michael Lester 

Preaching 
 
 
 

NOVEMBER 22 
A Call to the 
Grateful Way  

 
Acts 2:42-47 

 
Carol Wilson 
Preaching 

 
 
 

NOVEMBER 29 
Prepare Him 

Room:  
Hopeful Joy 

 
Psalm 98;  

Isaiah 2:1-5;  
Romans 13:11-14 

 
Patty Muse 
 Preaching 

Online giving is easy and secure! For a brief tutorial, go to www.munsey.org/give.  


