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We all hope to be back together soon! As we make decisions about when and how to return to our full schedule, we 
will consider the recommendations by our government and church leadership and our commitment to safe practices 
for our congregation and our community.  We will keep you informed about changes in schedules as information al-
lows and plans are developed.   
 
Thank you for your patience, your creativity, and your commitment during this time apart.  Until we are able to re-
turn to meeting in person, we will continue to utilize Zoom for our Sunday School classes, small groups, and meet-
ings, and Facebook and our website for our worship services.  Let’s continue to remember in our prayers all those 
who are facing health and financial challenges and those who are serving on the behalf of our communities’ health 
and welfare. 

 
 You may watch worship and Sunday School at www.munsey.org at any time. New videos are uploaded each 

Sunday morning by 8:30am and remain until the following Sunday. You may also read our weekly Update and 
give.  

 Sunday worship premiers on our Facebook page at 8:30 and 11:00am, but you can watch at your convenience 
any time after.  A link to Sunday School is posted at 9:00am.  

 All of our sermon (past and present) and Sunday School videos can also be found on our YouTube channel, 
“Munsey Memorial United Methodist Church.”  You may find it by googling YouTube Munsey Memorial United 
Methodist Church.  

 Our YouTube channel is a great option for those with smart TVs to view together. This link will take you there 
directly: bit.ly/2Y2aogn. Try searching for the free YouTube app on your smart TV.  

 

Although these days are difficult and unsettling, we are assured that God’s love and guidance for us are always ab-
solute constant to see us safely through uncharted waters.  The many ways we offer ministry to a broken community 
here and around our world may be changing now, but our call to ministry is unchanged.  We are confident that our 
ongoing ministries must be fully sustained to serve God as we serve others—especially for those who are most vul-
nerable in this pandemic with sickness, discouragement, loss of employment, and the need for life’s basic necessi-
ties. 
 

In times of trials and tribulations, we still worship and fellowship together 
though we be apart from one another.   For almost 150 years, Munsey’s min-
istries have triumphed through time as a solid foundation from which we are 
called to share during times of crisis and great need here at home and for 
those beyond our church.    
 

Your continued financial support of our shared ministries is greatly appreciat-
ed and encouraged by the Finance Committee for us to empower Munsey to 
resolutely respond to Jesus’ directive to “love our neighbor,” particularly now 
as our neighbors need us.  Through the week of April 19, our 2020 gifts were 
$544,780 and ministry and operating expenses were $566,040. 
 

Below is a list of secure methods to offer your recurring gifts even though we 
are not at Munsey on Sundays.  Thank you for your prayerful consideration 
as your gifts enable Munsey to fulfill our call to ministry to serve our Lord and 
build His Kingdom to offer grace, peace, and hope for all. 
 

Jeff Anderson, Chair of the Finance Committee 
 

 Set up recurring electronic giving through your bank account at 
www.munsey.org/give. This requires  sharing only the information 
found on your check. 

 Set up recurring electronic giving through a credit or debit card at 
www.munsey.org/give. Instructions are on the website. 

 Set up text giving at www.munsey.org/give by following the instruc-
tions on the website. 

 Checks may be sent to Munsey at P. O. Box 
1336, Johnson City, TN 37605.  

 QR code. I f you have a smartphone, open your 
camera and hover over the QR code to the right. It 
will give you an option to go directly to giving web-
site.   

  
For assistance, contact Andy Nelson, Church Administra-
tor, at andy@munsey.org. 
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The sermon title for Sunday, May 10, is “While We’re Apart: Get Connected!”  Have you thought about 
joining Munsey but just haven’t taken that next step?  Consider it!   
 
Even though we are apart physically, we can connect spiritually, and that includes joining the church 
creatively, through the blessing of technology. We will include this as part of worship on May 10, so if 
you would like to explore this possibility, please contact Patty Muse at patty@munsey.org or 423-956-
2336.  

’
 

 

How do you stay faithful when you feel so distant from family, friends, church, or even God? 
 
Peter was a letter of encouragement written to first century Christians who were displaced from 
their homeland. They were living as “aliens” in the Roman provinces of Asia Minor. Their new sur-
roundings weren’t always accepting or friendly toward the Christian faith. Could they persevere and 
be witnesses of this new life in Jesus, when things weren’t easy? 
 
Peter was perhaps the best known of Jesus’ original disciples. He was strongly opinionated, quick to 
speak, impetuous, but well meaning. He knew first hand of the ups and downs of trying to follow 
Jesus. Peter had a message of hope for believers then—and for us today. 
 
For now, we’re apart from one another, from work, from familiar routines, from church worship, 
from the normal life we knew. We speak of social distancing, flattening the curve of the COVID-19 
virus, protecting ourselves and our families from risk, while trying to maintain some degree of con-
nection through technology. These are days of uncertainty and anxiety for many. 
 
Jesus was, and is, the best example of modeling a life faithful to God’s calling during trials and trib-
ulations. So, let’s look to Jesus together and encourage one another while we’re apart. 
 

 
Steve Wheeler – Missions Coordinator 

 
Steve Wheeler is a familiar name, having served on our staff 2017-2018.  He and 
Beverly moved to Asheville in late 2018, and they immediately became involved in 
missions there, particularly through Haywood Street, a United Methodist mission 
congregation and faith-based non-profit.  Steve will work remotely and will also 
commute.  He sends this greeting: Munsey family, I am excited at the opportunity 
of returning as the Missions Coordinator.  Living in Asheville has been a tremen-
dous experience in my journey of discipleship, and I expect to continue to grow in 
this area as your Missions Coordinator.  At the same time, I am thrilled to be able 
to work with the Send Team again, as well as the entire congregation, as we seek 
to carry out the Great Commission.  Shalom! 

 
Minta Ray – Open Door Music Leader 

 
My name is Minta, and I’m thrilled to be joining the Munsey staff team as the Open 
Door Music Leader. The level of engagement that Munsey has with our downtown 
neighbors was the primary reason I started visiting here—and I have felt so wel-
comed into God’s work in Johnson City through our church ever since.  
 
I grew up at Cokesbury UMC in Knoxville and ventured to Nashville to complete 
my undergraduate degree in Medicine, Health, & Society and French at Vanderbilt 
University. In 2018, I set off on a 2,190.9-mile, 5-month missionary journey as 
“Blueberry,” the Holston Conference Appalachian Trail Chaplain, followed by a sea-
son of ski instructing in Utah and one last summer serving youth at my favorite 

place in the world—Camp Wesley Woods.  
 
These days, I am almost done with my first year of medical school at ETSU Quillen College of Medicine 
and am excited about the road ahead as I work towards following Jesus into a life of serving the under-
served through medicine, especially right here in Appalachia.  



 

 

While our doors are closed, our staff has been hard at work!  
 

Our ministries are adapting with new (or old) ways of connecting and  
supporting our congregation. We’ve also taken this time to tackle building and 

maintenance projects that are hard to accomplish on our regular schedule.  
 

Here are just a few of the ways our ministries are spreading the love of Christ  
during this difficult time and working to make our building a more effective 

place of worship.  

 

 
Exciting work is happening on the second floor children’s hall.  We are putting on a fresh coat of paint,  
replacing hallway flooring, and updating restrooms. We will start the Melting Pot kitchen renovation very 
soon! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

’  

 
Did you know Munsey has about 80 families with children birth–6th grade? Each of these kids has  
received handwritten letters from Katie and/or Kristi the week before Easter and the last week of April. 
  
The Pre-K Sunday School Class, Kindergarten Sunday School Class, 1st-4th Graders, and Highway 56  
enjoyed their Zoom Calls. During these times the groups played different games such as Bingo, had show-
and-tells, and laughed with one another. We are also holding Zoom gatherings for parents to pray with and 
over their families.  
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April 2 was World Autism Day, and we are so thankful to share life with our Munsey students who have 
autism. We joined in wearing blue to raise awareness for autism and share our love with those who 
journey with it each day. We also created and placed yard signs for our seniors.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

& 
 
Have you seen the new website? While changes are ongoing, we have been working to streamline the 
website and make it easier to navigate, while giving you the same information. You will notice a new 
color scheme, new features, and easier social media and giving links. We have also moved all current 
videos and information right to the home page during our current situation so you can find them imme-
diately. If you haven’t had the time to look at it, go to www.munsey.org.  
 
Our weekly Update has been redesigned and reformatted to be digital-friendly. It can also be found on 
our homepage, and a link is include with each Facebook worship premiere on Sundays.    

&



 

 

  
  

  
 

THE ANSWER?  BREAKFAST 
BARS! 
The answer to the question “What 
can I do to help?” is “breakfast 
bars!”  Many Munsey members 
are asking how to help during this 
time of having to connect in new 
ways, and, boy, do we appreciate 
that spirit!  As sack lunches are 
handed out each weekday, we 
want each one to have a break-
fast bar in it 
for the next 
morning, 
and they 
are difficult 
to purchase 
in bulk now.  
So it is helpful for members to 
pick up a box or three because 
they add up.  NutriGrain-type bars 
with fruit are the best ones, but 
any soft, chewy bar is just fine.  
Many of our neighbors cannot 
handle crunchy food.  Your pur-
chase can be dropped off at the 
church any morning.  Just text or 
call Patty Muse (423-956-2336) 
and she will dash out to the porti-
co to make the pick-up from your 
car.  Thanks for asking!    
 
MEETING NEEDS WITH  
NEEDLE AND THREAD  
It is interesting to see how crea-
tive people can be during a time 
like this!  We have several Mun-
sey members who are simultane-
ously staying busy and meeting 
needs as they sew face masks.  
Some of those who are busy at 

their sewing machines are Edie 
Culberson, Tricia Nguyen, Jone 
Willis, Lindy Kinser, and Sheri Mil-
ler.  Some of the face masks are 
going to those who work in nurs-
ing homes; others are going to 
whomever has a need.  Do you 
have such a 
need? 
 
Would you like to 
help?  You could 
donate cotton 
fabric and/or 
elastic from a 
stockpile in a 
closet, maybe.  
Or you could learn how to make 
these.  Edie Culberson could help 
you get started – remotely.   
 
Many thanks to these members 
who are creatively meeting an im-
portant need!  For more infor-
mation or to ask a question, con-
tact Patty Muse 
(patty@munsey.org or 423-956-
2336). 
 
CARING FOR DOWNTOWN 
NEIGHBORS – A COLLABORA-
TION  
Several church members have 
asked about the care of our down-
town neighbors during this time of 
pandemic.  You will be glad to 
know that collaborative efforts, 
while strong in the past, have 
been stepped up these days.  Ar-
ea service providers have formed 
a COVID-19 Task Force and meet 

via conference call at least once a 
week, and usually more, to en-
sure needs are met and resources 
are used with intentionality and 
without duplicity.  The Task Force 
includes representatives from 
Munsey/Melting Pot, Good Samar-
itan Ministries, Salvation Army, 
One Acre Café, Manna House, 
ARCH (Appalachian Regional Coa-
lition on Homelessness), ETSU 
College of Nursing Day Center, 
and Washington County/Johnson 
City Emergency Management.  We 
are seeking together to provide 
meals, medical care, showers, 
hand sanitizer, and facemasks, as 
well as encouragement – all while 
promoting physical distancing to a 
demographic who do not hear the 
news or understand much of the 
situation.  Some of the benefits 
that have come from this stepped
-up collaboration will continue into 
the future.   
 
Our downtown neighbors express 
genuine gratitude for the care 
they receive.  Some of them are 
waving to you in the picture and 
saying thanks! 

BE PREPARED! JOIN THE SCOUTS  
Munsey has a long history of serving youth. 
Whether it be in it’s Sunday School classes, or 
other activities, Munsey has always tried to 
guide its young people into adult lives of good 
character, faith, and responsibility. One of the 
churches oldest traditions in this respect has 
been Boy Scout Troop 37. Founded in April of 
1919, it just celebrated its 101st anniversary. In 
1953, Munsey Cub Scout Pack 37 was estab-
lished, and in October, will celebrate its 67th an-
niversary. Throughout their existence, both 
units have excelled at developing their youth 
into responsible young adults of good character. 
 

The Cub Scout Pack is a co-ed unit open to boys 
and girls from kindergarten through 5th grade.  
Troop 37 is currently open to boys from the 6th 
grade through age 18. We are currently organiz-
ing a scouting unit for girls.  More about that 
later as it develops. 
 

Both of these units engage their members in a 
variety of activities from educational efforts in a  
range of subjects to outdoor programs that in-
clude camping, hiking, water 
sports, and community service 
projects.  
 

Mr. Brad Johnson, Scoutmaster 
of Troop 37, and Dr. Kevin 
Sweet, Cub Scout Pack Master, 
provide the leadership necessary 
to develop the structure, enthu-
siasm, and programming that 
make these units outstanding 
examples of what the Scouting 
program can be. 
 

So as we celebrate these signifi-
cant anniversaries, please con-
sider encouraging the youth of 
your family join one of these 
units by contacting Brad at 423-202-2128 or 
Kevin at 423-262-3242. 
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CELEBRATING EASTER IN THE PARKING LOT 
Margie Nathanson worked for weeks and weeks to 
prepare Easter brunch bags for our downtown 
neighbors.  In “normal times,” about forty folk 
from the streets and the John Sevier Center join 
Open Door worship and enjoy brunch beforehand.  
So during this time of distancing, we have contin-
ued brunch, by way of to-go bags which include a 
prayer and instructions on how to connect to Mun-
sey worship electronically.  Many thanks to all who 
help enable brunch to continue each Sunday, and 
many thanks to Margie who made Easter extra 
special through her delightful brunch bags.   

 
Some families celebrated Easter by joining Munsey worship through Facebook or the website – 

and some wrote their own orders of worship and sermons! Some continued Munsey's Easter 
tradition of flowering the cross.  Thanks to everyone for sharing your stories so we can all  

delight as we find creative ways to connect to God and to each other!  
 
 
 
 
 
Harlen and Shirlene Booth invited friends and family to come by during 
the day to flower a cross. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Elaine Curtis' front yard cross went from the darkness of Good Friday to 
the beauty of the resurrection through flowering 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Smith children – Lucy, River, and Sawyer —
created a worship service on their own, which includ-
ed Scripture, prayer, children’s time, songs, and a 
message.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
Neal and Linda Francisco set their clock for sunrise to go on their deck facing 
the lake. They sang “Up From the Grave He Arose” as the sun was coming up. 
They read Scripture, listened to some of their favorite songs—Jesus, Jesus, Je-
sus, There’s Just Something About Your Name, Jesus Loves Me, and Come to 
Jesus. We used The Great Thanksgiving liturgy from their wedding bulletin 
(almost 21 years ago), served each other communion, bowed on their knees at 
their makeshift altar, and prayed.  
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AN UPDATE FROM FREEDOM 
GLOBAL  
Jambo!  Here is an update from 
Freedom Global (FG) and the    
effects from COVID-19: 
 
Uhuru Academy was closed on 
March 17, at the directive of the 
Kenyan Government, and all of 
the students returned to their  
respective homes.  During this 
time, they are making every effort 
possible to have the students con-
tinue learning from where they 
are.  Most of the students do not 
have access to Wi-Fi and have  
only limited access to smart 
phones.  They are receiving as-
signments from teachers via 
WhatsApp and are able to com-
municate directly with the teach-
ers as questions arise.  They con-
tinue to review and study daily 
and the students will be required 
to complete the entire syllabus 
during this school year.  The FG 
Discipleship team also continues 
to engage with students by mak-
ing weekly phone calls to check on 
each girl and to share devotions.   
 
Catherine Mitchell, Discipleship 
Director & Student Scholarships 
Coordinator in Kenya stated, "We 
believe that it is imperative that 
we continue to pour into them 
while they are away and to  

remind them of the nearness of 
their Heavenly Father who is still 
on the throne."  The number one 
thing they have heard from the 
students during the last month is, 
"I miss Uhuru and am ready to 
come back!" 
 
Catherine continued, "There have 
been many areas impacted by the 
pandemic.  Schools remain closed 
for the foreseeable future, many 
businesses are closed or operating 
in a different manner, thousands 
of Kenyans have lost their jobs, 
the vegetable markets are closed, 
social distancing is the way of life 
now, and everyone is required to 
wear a facemask in public.  Travel 
is restricted and there is a curfew 
that requires everyone to be home 
by 7:00pm.  But because we serve 
a God who is bigger than all of 
this, we remain hopeful that the 
measures in place are being effec-
tive and that our students will 
return to us soon."   
 
Brad Brown, CEO and Co-Founder 
of FG assures us that teachers are 
ready for the moment the kids re-
turn.  Relevant funds are being 
held to cover the students' needs 
as soon as they return.  "We are 
also still paying our teachers and 
staff at the school.  They do not 
have a government giving finan-

cial stimulus.  If they don't get 
paid in full then they have no way 
to take care of their families." 
 
Kelvin Massio reported that the FG 
Dairy Farm has also been affected 
in that schools and businesses 
that purchase the milk are not 
currently open.  He reported, nev-
ertheless, the cows are happy and 
the staff are fine. 

 
Please continue to pray, especially 
for Jentrix, Magdalene, Anne Wan-
jiru, and Josephine, the four girls 
that Munsey helps support 
through scholarship funds.  We 
need many more PRAYER PART-
NERS that involves praying for 
and corresponding with a student, 
with no financial obligation.  If in-
terested, contact Donna Crosswait 
by email:   
donna@freedomglobal.org and/or 
texting her at 423-677-5808.   

NORTH SIDE FOOD BOX DISTRIBUTIONS 
As we continue to love and care for our neighbors, we are stepping up our distribution of food boxes to 
North Side families who are in need.  We will take 32 boxes to 25 families on the Fridays of May 1, May 
15, and May 29, starting at 4:00pm, from the lower CLC lobby, under the portico.   

 
Volunteers who make the deliveries will stay in their cars as two other dis-
tanced volunteers, in face masks and gloves, load the cars.  Volunteers who 
make the deliveries are asked to wear face masks and gloves as they make 
the drop-offs to the residences.  We need about six volunteers to make the 
deliveries, and it is helpful to have some muscles on board because the food 
boxes weigh about forty pounds each.   
 
If you are interested in helping, please contact Steve Baldwin (423-946-3343 
or stevebaldwin20@icloud.com).   Thank you for your generosity that makes 
this care of our neighbors possible! 
 

 
12 MONTHS OF GIVING FOR NORTH SIDE: MAY & JUNE 
In May and June, please consider adding backpacks to 
your online orders for students in need at North Side Ele-
mentary. We will collect the backpacks in July. We will also 
have the school supply lists by that time. The school has no 
backpacks or school supplies left from this year and will be 
in great need when school resumes (whether physically or 
remotely). 

May is the month of:  
 

BACKPACKS 
 

Please hold your 
items until July.  

Look for more info on 
details of collection.  
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5TH SUNDAY OFFERING FOR HOLSTON HOME 
In these difficult times when we are all seeking shelter from the dangers of of a viral pandemic, it is a 
blessing to stop and think about others, especially children who are less fortunate than we are and do 
not have a safe, comfortable home in which to “shelter in.”  
 

In the 125 years since its founding, Holston Home for Children in Greeneville has provided such shelter 
by rescuing children from the dangers of chaotic and confusing lives of abandonment and abuse, ne-
glect, poverty, and illness by giving them a loving, safe, and secure home. Holston Home provides them 
shelter from the dangers of their young lives, given a good education and healthcare, taught to know 
the love of Jesus, given the opportunity to know their own self-worth, and achieve their God-given po-
tential. 
 

From its beginning until this very day, Holston Home has faithfully kept its 
promise to save children from the tragedy of their young lives and help 
them to grow into responsible citizens, good parents, and faithful young 
adults. Although our world has changed greatly, the threat facing many 
children today is greater than ever. Yet, Holston Home meets every new 
challenge that it faces, from its residential programs to its foster home and 
adoption programs, each of which are nationally recognized standard set-
ters. 
 

So, as you consider your gifts to the church on this Fifth Sunday, May 31, 
please remember the critical work done at Holston Home to save children’s 
lives and be as generous as you can. 

HOW TO THRIVE IN THESE UNCERTAIN TIMES - DOING MORE THAN JUST SURVIVING 
Despite a pandemic and possible recession, there are ways to act like a calm and peaceful monk according 
to a recent article by Tim Denning in Ladders, an online periodical to which I subscribe.   
 
I can remember my dad telling me often as I was growing up, “Fretting, focusing on things which you can-
not change now or in the future, and not grasping opportunities because of an unpredictable future, 
wastes your time and mental energy,” Robert Vierling, my dad. 
 
Here are some of the writer’s suggestions to develop and build resiliency: 
 

1. See things slightly better than they are. (My dad would say, “Don’t awfulize!”) “Try to see 
the situation 4% better than everybody else.” This reminds me of the A.P. and Sara Carter stand-
ard, “Look on the sunny side, always on the sunny side, look on the sunny side of life.” 

2. Be fine without normal. Choosing to accept what your day and un-schedule allow, will give 
you an advantage in choosing to be flexible….Who knows, when this becomes a new normal, we 
may find that the new normal is quite OK, different but OK. 

3. Switch off your brain. Our imposed “safer at home” is a chance to do this.  We can try new 
things, discover new ways to do old things, return to a long lost hobby, and let our comfort in a 
new view, which comes from “switching off your brain,” bring us peace. 

4. Make the most of every moment. Haven’t you found that with more unprogrammed time, we 
find the time slipping by and when we ask ourselves, what have I done, we often find that “what 
we’ve done,” is surprisingly satisfying. Celebrate you. 

5. Practice the joys of oversleeping. I  am finding that sleeping an extra hour (since I  can ’t 
go to the gym to workout), does me a lot of good.  I feel a little bit better, am able to start my day 
a bit slower, and am able to face the day with a not often experienced sense of joy and calm. 

6. Don’t take yourself too seriously. I ’m finding that I have a sense of humor that I enjoy.  I’m 
typically so programmed that I don’t make the time to enjoy just being me. Perhaps I will have a 
new sense of relating more easily when I get to the “new normal.”  After all “there is no point in 
taking yourself and survival so seriously that it makes living each day incredibly difficult; see the 
lighter side.” 
 

Early data reported by Medscape Medical News, April 21, 2020, indicates that up to 73% of 
COVID-19 patients experience loss of smell, and for about 1-in-4, new loss of smell is the  

single presenting symptom. It is sometimes known as “smell blindness.” It is not unusual that 
this is accompanied by loss of taste.  This is a symptom that we should be aware of.  

Don't hesitate to report this to your physician if it is a new occurrence.   
 

-Judy Ingala, Parish Nurse 
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GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 
We are so thankful for all that our 2020 high school seniors have brought to our youth group over the 
past several years. May is bittersweet, as we are sad to see these wonderful students graduate from 
our youth program, but are so very excited to see all the things God is going to do through them in the 
coming years. We look forward to celebrating them when we can be together in person, and we will 
honor them and pray God’s blessings on them through our online worship on Sunday, May 17. 
 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
While we're not able to meet in person, we'll be connecting online and hope you'll check out our social 
media:  

 Instagram: Munsey_Youth and Munsey_YouthDevos 
 Facebook: Munsey Youth 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
We’re hosting Youth Sunday School on Zoom at 10:00am on Sundays and hope to see you there! Just 
check your email or the website for our Zoom link. 
 
LIFE GROUPS 
Our Life Groups are getting together on Zoom each Wednesday at 6:00pm, and we look forward to the 
chance to get our students together online mid-week. Check with your Life Group leaders for your 
group’s code. 
 
 

Sam Aiken 
Greer Barnett 
Nick Cahoon 
Isabelle Dunkelberger 
Maggie Forrester 

Kacey Garrett 
Grant Griffith 
John Guillemette 
Brant Hare 
Ben Harris 

Nathan Hundley 
Petey Hyder 
Jake Matherne 
Will Mooney 
Mya Moseley 

Angelee Page 
Mason Raper 
Cooper Reaves 
Tyler Seeley 
Briley Townsend 

VBS UPDATE 
Normally at this time of year, 
Munsey KidMin is in full swing 
planning and recruiting for our 
usual on-site VBS.  This year, we 
understand that things may need 
to look a little bit different.  We 
are putting a lot of effort into 
praying about and dreaming up 
different ideas for this year’s 
VBS.  It’s a little early to an-
nounce plans, but know that we 
are looking for the best way to 
continue with the excitement of 
sharing God’s love through VBS 
while responsibly honoring what 
would be best for our children, youth and adult vol-
unteers, and visiting families in our current circum-
stances.  Look for updates and more info about VBS 
2020 very soon! 

KIDMIN ZOOM CALLS 
Parents, please be on the lookout for continued 
emails from us regarding Zoom calls with different 
age groups of Munsey Kids.  The emails will specify 
the dates and times of the calls, along with access 
codes and call password information.  If you have 
not been receiving this info, please reach out to 
Katie at katie@munsey.org or Kristi at kris-
ti@munsey.org.  We have so enjoyed being able to 
“see” and catch up with our Munsey Kids during 
these calls! 
  
PRAYING FOR OUR FAMILIES 
Each of our Munsey children and families have been 
regular fixtures in our prayers.  If there are specific 
prayer concerns you would like to share with us, 
please don’t hesitate to reach out to Katie or Kris-
ti.  We are here to support you in any way we can 
as we all navigate this unusual time together. 



 

 June Messenger Deadline:  
May 20 

SHEPHERD’S BREAKFAST HOSTS 
 

May 2: Cherry Grove Baptist 
 May 9: BCCC 

 May 16: Wesley SS 
May 23: Explorers SS 

 May 30: Virgil Anderson SS  
 
 
 
 
 

Please contact steve@munsey.org  
if you are able to assist. 

 4/5/2020 4/12/2020 4/19/2020 4/26/2020 

Budget Offering $118,560 $33,152 $30,824 $21,678 

Capital  

Campaign 
$827 $552 $517 $222 

Missions  

Offering 
$1,739 $3,994 $3,776 $1,409 

Pastor’s  

Discretionary 
$432 $392 $492 $1,267 

Online  

Viewership 
1,476 1,319 919 786 

 

While we may have been away from the library for a few weeks, it has provided us with 
more time to read at home. The past month has been filled with reports, speculations, and 
statistics that can cause a growing concern for the future. Reading Psalm 100 during difficult 
times can calm the calamity of facing the unknown. The best part of the psalm comes in the 
final verse, “For the Lord is good, His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness to 
all generations.” No matter what may come, we know that it is God who strengthens, helps, 
and upholds us with His righteous right hand. For May, try to find a Psalm that will serve as 
a reminder that we are not alone. We will back in the library soon! —J. T. Rucker 

 

SYMPATHY:  
Sympathy to the family and friends of Wanneta Johnson who passed away on March 29 in Johnson City; to Gwen  
Wallace in the death of her sister-in-law, Peggy Wallace, who passed away on April 19 in Johnson City; to Karen, Mi-
chael, Heather, and Caroline Norris in the death of Karen's mother, Carolyn Taylor, on April 20 in Johnson City; and to 
Janie Dosser and family in the death of her son, Ralph Dosser, who died Monday, April 27 in Boulder, CO.   
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UMW MISSION FOR MAY 
The UMW mission project for May is soft or chewy breakfast bars for the Melting Pot.  NutriGrain-type bars 
with fruit are the best ones, but any soft, chewy bar is just fine.  Many of our neighbors cannot handle 
crunchy food.  Bars can be dropped off at the church any morning.  Just text or call Patty Muse (423-956-
2336) and she will dash out to the portico to make the pick-up from your car.   

 

 

 
 
UMW READING PROGRAM 
The UMW Reading Program was established to expand our understanding of God’s mission.  
Each month, one book from the Reading Program will be highlighted.  These books can be 
found in Munsey’s Library on the bookshelf to the right of the card catalog. 
 
 

Glory Happening:  Finding the Divine in Everyday Places 
 
Kaitlin Curtice, a Native American Christian storyteller, compels us to find God in every  
aspect of our lives. Each of the fifty stories and prayers shows us how to find God’s  
presence and glory in each moment. This easy-to-read book shows us ways to find  
sanctuary in small, unexpected ways such as reading a book, watching the birds soar in 
the sky, or appreciating the spring flowers and trees. 
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May Sermon Schedule 

MAY 3 
While We’re 

Apart… 
Be Hopeful! 

 
 

1 Peter 1:3-9  
 

 
 

MAY 10 
While We’re 

Apart… 
Get Connected! 

 
 

1 Peter 2:2-10 
 

 
 

MAY 17 
While We’re 

Apart… 
Stay Steadfast! 

 
 

1 Peter 3:13-22  
 
 

MAY 24 
While We’re 

Apart… 
Express  

Gratitude! 
 

1 Peter  
4:12-14; 5:6-11 

 

MAY 31 
While We’re 

Apart… 
The Spirit 
Unites Us! 

 
Acts 2:1-21 

The emergence of COVID-19 has presented new opportunities to minister to those in need. 
This could be meeting the need of an individual in our congregation or a group of people 

with a particular passion or skill joining together to meet a large-scale need.  
 

We want to hear from you! Where are you seeing unmet needs in our community? What 
unmet need do you have? Do you need help with errands or navigating technology? Are 

you lonely? Are you being called to use your passion or skill to be a beacon of hope to those 
in need?  

 
We have folks who are looking for ways to serve!  

Please contact Nancy Whistine at nancy.whistine@munsey.org with needs and ideas.  

 

201 South Roan Street, Johnson City, Tennessee 37601 
Web: www.munsey.org | Email: info@munsey.org | Phone: 423-461-8070 | Fax: 423-975-7800 

If you prefer to receive the Messenger via email only, please contact Nancy Whistine at 
nancy.whistine@munsey.org with your preferred email address.  You may also contact 

Nancy if you prefer to be taken off the Messenger mailing list. 


