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MUSIC AT MUNSEY:  
AUGUST ONLINE CONCERT  
Music at Munsey is an online con-
cert series by Matthew Brickey, 
Munsey’s Organist and Music As-
sociate.  
 
The August concert theme is    
Organ+. It will feature the organ 
as a versatile solo instrument as 
well as accompanying instru-
ments. The program will include 
guest artists: oboist, Layla Mar-
shall, and baritone, Douglas Grove
-DeJarnett.  
 
Organ+ Concert program: 
 

 “Toccata in F Major BWV 540" 
J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

 “Adagio from Oboe Concerto in 
C Minor" Benedetto Marcello 
(1686-1739). Oboe, Layla 
Marshall & organ, Matthew 
Brickey 

 “O For a Heart to Praise My 
God" from Charles Wesley Tril-
ogy Edwin T. Childs (1945-). 
Baritone, Douglas Grove-
DeJarnett & piano, Matthew 
Brickey 

 “Rigaudon" Andre Campra 
(1660-1744) 

 “Theme and Variations on   
Engelberg" arr. Michael 
Burkhardt (1957-) 

It will premiere on Munsey’s 
Facebook and YouTube pages 
at 8:00pm on Sunday, August 
2. You 
may 
watch 
at your 
conven-
ience 
any 
time 
after 
the 
concert 
premi-
eres. 

 
 

EDUCATOR APPRECIATION 
We are so thankful for our many Munsey members who 
work in the education field and know that the start of 
this school year will be different than all others for 
them.  
 
We are covering them in prayer as they plan and pre-
pare for the best year possible and want to offer a Chick
-fil-A treat to show how much we love and appreciate 
them. Munsey educators and administrators are  
invited to enjoy a free small milkshake, frosted coffee, 
or frosted lemonade at the West Market Street Chick-fil-
A during the month of August. They can simply print or 
show the coupon (to the left) when ordering in the drive
-thru. We pray God’s grace and love covers them this 
school year! 

: 
 
This time is overwhelming, unlike any that most or any of us have experienced. The Gospel is resilient 
and able to speak into every time and place. How do we hear it now? What is its message for us and 
for our world at this moment? 
 
This time falls into the long line of history and of God’s story that runs from creation to eternity. In 
fact, this is a mere tiny blip in the world’s story. Yet it is critical. Our choices today matter for our 
world tomorrow.  We are called to faithful following that is actively engaging in our communities and 
in fulfilling our prayer for God’s kingdom to come on earth as in heaven. 
 
How we respond matters. Following faithfully is never a finished feat. It’s taking the right/best step 
that we can discern what moves us in the direction of participating with God’s redeeming work of all 
creation.  It’s often hard work. It’s often unclear.  It’s a matter of prayer and faith and confession and 
redemption.  It’s personal and communal, local and global. It’s unlearning and learning. It’s orienta-
tion, disorientation, and re-orientation. 
 
Right now, we are living in the midst of multiple wicked problems. By definition, these are situations 
with no simple solutions, no one answer, with incomplete information, and with interlocking issues.   
 
Join us as we look back to the ancient stories to give us insight on how to write and create the story 
of our present—and maybe even more importantly, of our future—trusting that even now God is    
actively with us and working in us, through us, and sometimes in spite of us. 



 

 

 
Due to the increasing number of 
cases of COVID-19 in Washington 
County, the United Methodist 
congregations of the Three Rivers 
District in this area are continuing 
to meet online at least through 
August 9, 2020 and will not meet 
in-person for indoor or outdoor 
worship during this time. These 
decisions are reviewed every two 
weeks so information about the 
remainder of the month of August 
will be shared as it is available. 
 
We have tools to use to influence 
the state of our health in this  
area: 

 Wear a mask 
 Practice physical distanc-

ing of 6 feet or more 
 Avoid large gatherings 
 Wash your hands fre-

quently 

Our local health care and govern-
ment officials are asking churches 
to take the lead in modeling the 
behaviors that allow us to live to-
gether safely in our communities 
and to enjoy the activities that 
mean so much to all of us. Our 
collective goal is to make choices 
that lower the viral exposure rate 
so that we can be together with 
an acceptable level of risk and 
not overwhelm the medical re-
sources of our area. 
 
We can do this!  As the body of 
Christ, we give of ourselves for 
the sake of others.  While this 
time apart is longer than we  
expected, it is a small time period 
in the scope of eternity.  For the 
sake of our families, our places of 
business, our schools, our chil-
dren, our senior adults, our  

vulnerable neighbors, we can do 
what we need to do to care for 
each other.   
 

 Let’s be consistent in our 
safe behaviors with our 
families, our friends, our 
co-workers, and our com-
munity.  

 Let’s cover our efforts in 
prayer for those who are 
hurting, for those who are 
serving, and for our own 
words and actions.  

 Let’s continue to encour-
age each other and to let 
our actions reflect our 
congregation’s commit-
ment to love God and our 
neighbors. 

 
Thank you for your patience and 
your faithfulness! 

A STEWARDSHIP UPDATE FROM YOUR MUNSEY FINANCE COMMITTEE 
For many of us, a favorite hymn is “Blest Be the Ties That Bind.”  While we’re apart we indeed remain 
bound tightly together by our love for Christ, our love for one another, and our shared commitment to 
love others in our world through Munsey’s on-going ministries. 
 
Certainly, it was encouraging to note that our giving improved noticeably in the month of June.  However, 
it has dropped off somewhat more recently.  As such, we have an annual operating deficit at June 30 of 
$132,445 (note: we generally run a deficit in most church years at this point and then finish with a 
stronger fourth quarter);  candidly, this deficit is larger at this point in this church year than in most past 
years.  As you may recall Munsey secured the federal PPP funding for payroll and other allowable expens-
es.  Please know we are managing these funds with an exacting focus as a one-time lifeline to make as 
certain as possible that 100 percent of these PPP funds will be treated as a forgivable loan.   
 
When those PPP funds are included in our budget, we had an operating “surplus” at June 30 of $106,550.  
Although the short-term effect of the PPP maintains Munsey’s financial health, it cannot replace our per-
sonal, generous stewardship on a longer-term basis as we expect that Munsey will fully utilize all the PPP 
funding by the close of August.    
 
Many thanks to you who are responding with exemplary generosity in the form of “second mile” gifts,  
accelerated payments on pledges, an increased tithe, or enrolling in recurring electronic giving (REG).  
There is joy in knowing that God takes our combined gifts and multiplies their impact to enable us to 
share the joy, hope, and good news of Jesus Christ in so many ways for a hurting world!  You may also 
wish to give with a Qualified Charitable Distribution from your IRA or make a gift of appreciated stock 
(please consult your tax advisor and the Munsey Finance Office). 
 
As you create this impact with your personal stewardship, may God bless you today and in these days 
ahead together as we continue to share and be blessed by “…the ties that bind our hearts in Christian 
love….” at your Munsey UMC. 
 
Blessings! 
For the Munsey Finance Committee, Jeff Anderson, Chair   
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OUR SACRED MOUNTAIN PODCAST 
Did you know we now have a podcast? Our Sacred Mountain Podcast is hosted 
by Michael King, Youth Co-Director, John Redmond, Director of Young Adult Min-
istries, and Brett Smith, Director of Journey Worship. It is honest, genuine con-
versations about God, the Church, and our role in the world. In recent episodes, 
John and Michael discuss faith, science, doubt, and belief with Munsey member, 
Dr. Nathan Hale.  
 
You can listen to the Our Sacred Mountain podcast on iTunes, Spotify, Google, 
and Stitcher! 

https://www.facebook.com/Our-Sacred-Mountain-Podcast-108527647597843/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARCWAdpMO2Zp3_lZxQ8Qti1ITJ2PQcGUsMI4yvsH3HMqNC4WGp4lhx2jWLZ3iG3pQkrZVf9RO126zISf&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARB3P6D9W_Qg16AIbU6YPZNxjwEYHVruD_UuGE_TmhrlQrRiCUPLwNGkc7HE7
https://www.facebook.com/Our-Sacred-Mountain-Podcast-108527647597843/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARCWAdpMO2Zp3_lZxQ8Qti1ITJ2PQcGUsMI4yvsH3HMqNC4WGp4lhx2jWLZ3iG3pQkrZVf9RO126zISf&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARB3P6D9W_Qg16AIbU6YPZNxjwEYHVruD_UuGE_TmhrlQrRiCUPLwNGkc7HE7
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OUR HEARTS MUST REMAIN OPEN... 
The pandemic has compelled our church to temporarily close the doors to our services for the safety 
of all who might enter. But these times call for our hearts to be open wider. These actions, coming 
from an open, loving heart, can make big differences. 

 Wear masks and practice social distancing. This is a prime example of "doing unto others." 
We can help keep all we encounter safe by these simple, low cost actions. 
This can also help our economy by allowing more people to get out safely 
and shop at our local businesses. We can help you secure a mask if you 
don't have one.  

 Gun violence is tragic and rises during times like this. Your Church and So-
ciety Team works with Mom's Demand Action to help promote safe and re-
sponsible gun ownership. See the website momsdemandaction.org to see 
how you might help. 

 Many are hungry due to job loss. Support Munsey's actions to feed those in 
our community experiencing food insecurity. See the website for Bread for 
the World to learn how you can help fight world hunger: www.bread.org. 

 The terrible upsurge in racial conflict is not consistent with Christ's com-
mand to "love our neighbors." Our friends and neighbors at the Langston Center offer very 
informative programs to help us learn to better relate to our African American neighbors and 
others. See their schedule at www.johnsoncitytn.org/residents/
langston_community_center.php. 

 Care for God's Creation is essential for the health, safety, and survival of our wonderful 
world. We had to postpone our Care for Creation Sunday and Blessing of the Animals but 
these will return when our doors re-open. 

 
The above list represents but a few ways we all can truly keep our hearts open and actively help our 
church continue to serve those most in need during these stressful times. Your Church and Society 
Team at Munsey has other opportunities you may help, based on how we are admonished to 
"Advocate for Peace and Justice." If you would like to join us, contact chairperson Aubrey Lee or staff 
representative Steve Wheeler to join our ministries.  
 
— Dr. Aubrey Lee, Church & Society Chair 
 

 
THANK YOU TO INGLES MARKETS! 

A note of thanks to Ingles Market located at 4470 N Roan 
Street, Johnson City for partnering with us on the North 

Side School Food Partnership program. 
 
 
CZECH MISSIONS UPDATE 
Although our team was very disappointed that our Czech Mission trip was cancelled this year due to 
COVID-19, we are looking forward to hearing how the camp proceeds without us. This year's camp 
was postponed until August 16-22, and it will be staffed completely by Czech volunteers who have 
worked alongside us over the last 13 years.  
 
In many ways this situation is a fulfillment of the goal of establishing local 
leaders who can do the work of ministry without direct American involvement. 
Almost all of the leaders of this year's camp were participants in the camp as 
kids. Now in their early 20s, they are carrying on what we have been doing all 
these years. We could not be prouder of the way they have stepped up to or-
ganize it fully on their end. They have an excellent promotional video - see it 
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/simon.broz.3/videos/3022989104451530/  
 
Our plans are to connect with this year's camp on one of the evenings via 
Zoom. We are inviting all members of the Czech Missions team to attend this 

zoom session individually so as to maintain social dis-
tancing here. We look forward to hearing about the 
success of the camp in the coming weeks as we begin 
to make plans for summer 2021. As always, we ask for 
your prayers as the Czech team carries on the mission 
in Litoměřice (aka "Lee-toh"). 

August is the month of:  
 

CLOROX WIPES, 
KLEENEX AND LICE 

KITS 
 

Items can be delivered to 
the church on Wednes-

days from 9-4. Call Steve 
Wheeler before you  

arrive. 423-946-4947 
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FREEDOM GLOBAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Magdalene Moraa Ogaro is one of four students at Uhuru Academy in Limuru, Kenya, whom Munsey 
has provided a partial scholarship to attend high school.  Her favorite subject is Biology and aspires 
to become a surgeon.  She enjoys playing football (aka soccer).  Three things most important to 
her are God, family, and education. 
 
Note:  This letter was written prior to the school closing in March due to COVID-19.  The teachers 
are still being paid and are earnestly trying to teach 70 students remotely.  They must complete the 
syllabus in order to get credit for this school year, despite the fact most of them do not have access 
to the internet.  The Minister of Education has changed the return-to-school date until January, 
2021.  Freedom Global staff are continuing to reach out to these girls on a regular basis and provid-
ing discipleship.  For more information or to become a sponsor or prayer partner for a girl at Uhuru 
Academy, please contact donna@freedomglobal.org or text 423-677-5808. 

 

“Dear Munsey United Methodist Church, 
 
 I am Magdalene Moraa Ogaro and I am in Form 1 (aka freshman).  
I am fourteen years old.  I came to Uhuru Academy this year.  I like the 
school very much because of many reasons.  First, the school has a fa-
vourable environment for spiritual growth.  Since I came to this school, 
I have gotten to know God better.  I have also gained important life 
skills like honesty and kindness due to the Bible study, which we always 
attend.  The teachers are very friendly.  The pupils are good mannered 
and are not bullies.  I also like the meals here. 
 
 I request you to pray for my family, my little brother to grow up 
knowing and trusting in God.  I would also like you to pray for my aca-
demics.  Pray for me that I can excel so as to achieve my dream of be-
ing a surgeon." 

BACK TO SCHOOL BLESSING SUNDAY 
On August 9, we will have a special time of bless-
ing during worship for our students, educators, 
administrators, and parents as we prepare for a 
very different “Back to School” experience this 
year.  With students returning to school in vari-
ous ways including in-person learning, remote 
learning, and homeschooling, we understand that 
new opportunities and new challenges will 
abound this year, and know that emotions range 
from excitement to anxiety about what school will 
look like.   
 
We hope to affirm all the different ways that our 
students will tackle their education this year, and 
honor the teachers, administrators, and parents 
who are tasked with educating our children in 
new and different ways.  Please join us in worship 
as we cover these individuals with prayers of 
blessings for an enriching and wonderful new 
school year. 
  
PROMOTION SUNDAY 
August 9 is Promotion Sunday at Munsey, as our 
students will be welcomed into their new age-
level groups for this year.  It will look a little dif-
ferent this year, but we still want to recognize 
and honor those transitions.  Our rising 1st grad-

ers will become part of the elementary Sunday 
School crew, rising 5th graders will transition into 
the Hwy 56 group, rising 7th graders will officially 
join Munsey Youth, and our recently graduated 
High School students will join the College+ minis-
try.  Families with students in these age groups, 
be on the lookout for more information regarding 
the new opportunities for your student as they 
are promoted to this next chapter in their story.  
  
RISING THIRD GRADERS AND RISING  
KINDERGARTENERS 
As is our tradition at Munsey, we are making 
plans to present our rising 3rd graders and our 
rising Kindergarteners with their very own Bibles 
and Bible Storybooks.   
 
If you have a child this age, please turn your 
child’s name in to Kristi or Katie (please let us 
know how you would like the Bibles to be in-
scribed). We also want to make sure that any 
children who are new to Munsey over the past 
year who didn’t receive a Bible in 3rd grade or a 
Bible storybook in Kindergarten are included, so 
please let us know those names as well.  We are 
still determining the best way and timing to pre-
sent these Bibles to our students, so stay tuned 
for more information.    
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PROMOTION SUNDAY 
August 9 is a big day for our youth program! Students will promote to their new grades for the year, and we will 
welcome a new class of 7th graders to our group. Look for a surprise on your doorstep in early August to kick off a 
new school year with Munsey Youth! 
 
YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Until we are able to have classes in person again, we will continue to host Youth Sunday School on Zoom at 
10:00am on Sundays and hope to see you there! We look forward to having everyone back for the school year, 
and our Zoom link will be sent via email and text each week. 
 
COFFEE HOUR 
We miss being able to meet in groups at our local coffee shops, and we’ll keep meeting online to stay connected 
until we can. On August 6 at 4:00pm, middle and high school students are welcome to join us on Zoom. Bring 
your own caffeine, and we’ll hang out for a little while! 
 
DISCIPLESHIP TEAM 
We’ve been so thankful to meet with our Discipleship Team online and look forward to continuing to grow together 
this year. We’ll meet on August 16 at 12:00pm on Zoom for this month.  
  
AUGUST SCHEDULE 
As the timeline for meeting together is still unknown, we’ll keep students, parents, and volunteers posted on how 
our schedule will develop. Our groups will start out on Zoom and hope to meet in person as soon as we can. 
Here’s how we’ll start August:  
 

 Sundays: Youth Sunday School at 10:00am  

 Wednesdays: Life Groups at 6:00pm  
 We look forward to starting Multi High Pick-Up back on Wednesdays in future months and Prayer Break-

fast on Thursdays when Chick-fil-A is able to open their dining room.  
 
LIFE GROUPS 
Life Groups will start back on August 19, and we’re looking forward to a great year with our youth small groups! 
Each group will meet on Zoom until we’re able to resume small groups in person. We have some wonderful lead-
ers, and we hope you’ll check out your Life Group! Here are our grades and groups: 
 
 
 

 

DO YOURSELF A FAVOR……. 
Do you want to lower your odds of dying of heart disease? If you don't exercise regularly, taking an ex-
tra 4,000 steps per day may help, even if you walk at a leisurely pace, a new study finds. Most people 
typically get around 3,000 to 4,000 steps per day doing things such as doing household chores, check-
ing your mailbox, or going grocery shopping. But if you regularly walk another 4,000 steps a day to 
reach a total of about 8,000 steps per day, there's a dramatic difference in whether you live or die over 
the next decade.  
 
Not only will walking help your heart and risk of dying of heart disease, it also helps  
         
 
 
         
 
 
Wonderful isn’t it that something as simple as a daily brisk walk can produce such desirable results?  
Do yourself and your family a favor……start walking. 
-Attributed to Mayo Clinic Newsletter 

 7th & 8th grade girls 

 7th & 8th grade guys 

 9th-12th grade guys 

 9th-11th grade girls 

 12th grade girls 

 Maintain a healthy weight 
 Prevent or manage type 2 diabetes 
 Strengthen your bones and muscles 
 Improve your mood 

 Improve your balance and coordination 
 Sharpens your brain and bolsters your 

memory 
 Reduces your risk of tripping and falling 



 

 

September Messenger Deadline:  
August 20 

SHEPHERD’S BREAKFAST HOSTS 
 

August 1: Point of Grace Sunday School 
August 8: Tuan Nguyen & friends 

August 15: Wesley SS 
August 22: Virgil Anderson 

August 29: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 
 
 

Please contact steve@munsey.org  
if you are able to assist. 

 7/5/2020 7/12/2020 7/19/2020 7/26//2020 

Budget Offering $17,641 $23,913 $22,424 $20,335 

Capital  

Campaign 
$397 $673 $424 $282 

Missions  

Offering 
$1,119 $623 $1,994 $274 

Pastor’s  

Discretionary 
$122 $112 $657 $132 

Online  

Viewership 
639 584 578 525 

 

SYMPATHY: Sympathy to Tamara and John Marshall and family in the death of Tamara's grandmother, 
Sylvia Mildred Walsh Hutson, on July 1 in Kingsport, TN; to Janie Dosser in the death of her brother, 
James Buell, on July 21 in Knightdale, NC; and to Bob and Cindy DeVane in the death of Bob’s sister, 
Susan Carle, on July 25.  
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FOLLOW  munseychurch  
ON INSTAGRAM  

 

Patience is a virtue. Amid not only a global pandemic, but social unrest as well, the ability to 
wait with self–restraint and serenity requires constant, conscientious consideration. Peter 
tells us to strive to be found at peace while we wait for the things unseen. By means of that 
peace, we can grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord; in spite of what lies before us. 
We share that calmness with the world so that others may know that this grace is freely giv-
en and is our hope forever.  2 Peter 3:14–18  
 
—J.T. Rucker 

UMW MEETINGS 
The UMW Reading Program was established to expand our understanding of God’s mission. Each month, one book from 
the Reading Program will be highlighted.  These books can be found in Munsey’s Library on the bookshelf to the right of 
the card catalog. 
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AUGUST 2 
Walking with  

a Limp 
 

Genesis  
32:22-31 
Matthew  
14:13-21 

 
Doug Grove-

DeJarnett 
Preaching 

AUGUST 9 
Finding  

Ourselves in Un-
expected Places 

 
Genesis  

37:1-4; 12-28 
Matthew 
14:22-33 

 
Carol Wilson  
 Preaching 

AUGUST 16 
Hearing  

Different Voices 
 

Genesis  
45: 1-15  
Matthew  
15: 21-28 

 
Michael Lester 

Preaching 
 

AUGUST 23 
Counting the 

Cost 
       

Exodus 1:8-2:10 
Matthew  
16:13-20 

 
Patty Muse 
Preaching 

 

 

AUGUST 30 
When Burdens 

Bring Life 
       

Exodus 3:1-1  
Matthew  
16:21-28 

 
Carol Wilson  
Preaching 

 
 

For a brief tutorial on how easy it is to give online, go to www.munsey.org/give.  


