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MUSIC AT MUNSEY:  
JULY ONLINE CONCERT  
Music at Munsey is an online concert series by Matthew Brickey, Munsey’s very talented Organist 
and Music Associate.  
 

July’s concert will feature pieces that range from patriotic to reflective to jubilant. Songs include 
“America the Beautiful” arr. John S. Dixon (b. 1957), “Tuba Tune in D Major Op. 15” by Craig Sell-
er Lang (1891-1971), “Largo from Xerxes” by George F. Handel (1685-1759), “This Little Light of 
Mine” arr. Calvin Taylor (b. 1948), and “Variations on ‘America’" by Charles Ives (1874-1954). 
 

It will premiere on Munsey’s Facebook and YouTube pages at 8:00pm on Sunday, July 5. You may 
watch at your convenience any time after the concert premieres, including June’s concert which 
premiered on June 7. Look for more information on the August 2 concert in the August Messenger.  

 

? 
HOW FAITH REFRAMES OUR WORDS 

 

Join us for worship each Sunday! Our July Sermon Series continues to be dedicated to finding helpful, Christ-
like alternatives to the old phrases we’ve probably all said with the best intentions.  

 
We're hosting weekly discussions via Zoom to further explore responses - what to say or not say – with a goal 

of being more at peace about who God is and how God relates to us and others.  
 

All are invited to join us every Sunday in July at 3:00pm as we explore what to say that might be more helpful 
and more reflective of God’s nature.  

 

Look for the Zoom link and password on our homepage at www.munsey.org.  

& !  
 

Even so, God is faithful, worship continues, ministries of care and service happen every day, and we continue to 
grow and live as disciples of Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God! 
 

We are ready to take our first steps in returning to on-site worship.  As we do, we are keeping the following in-
formation in mind: 
 

We are committed to the safety of our congregation and community as a primary expression of loving God by 
loving our neighbors. We have practiced patience to assure that we take the appropriate steps to fulfill our com-
mitment to safety and hospitality.   
 

Be assured that online worship will continue! 
 

PLEASE READ THE FAQ GUIDE SHEET FOR FULL DETAILS OF REOPENING!  
 

When the time is right for you, we will be delighted to see you and welcome you in person!  

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
On behalf of your Munsey Finance Committee, thank you for your faithful stewardship these last several 
weeks.  You are providing helpful encouragement for Munsey’s ministries as we give and share in different ways 
during these different (and challenging) days.   
 

As of June 30, our cumulative operating deficit was $132,398.  Although that initially seems to be discouraging 
news, the encouraging news to share is that our giving was much more robust with marked improve-
ment in the month of June.  That’s something to build on to “build one another up” as the Apostle Paul wrote.   
 

Moreover, as the Church Council, Finance Committee, Staff Parish Committee and our staff provided exemplary 
leadership to secure the stimulus relief funds from the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP), when we count those 
one-time PPP resources we actually achieved an operating surplus of $106,597.  Of course, the PPP 
funds must be viewed as that one-time lifeline for Munsey (and many other churches and organizations) in this 
pandemic;  we should not expect that lifeline to be extended again.  Efforts are in place so that almost all or even 
all the PPP funds will be treated as a grant without the requirement that those funds be repaid by Munsey. 
 

Also, many thanks to those who made “second mile” gifts or enrolled in Recurring Electronic Giving (REG).  To date 
sixty-seven (67) families and individuals are sharing their monthly stewardship in this manner.  If you haven’t 
signed up yet, you are still encouraged to review REG at munsey.org or with the Finance staff to bless Munsey in 
this crucially important way.   
 

We still have much work to do financially as the body of Christ has much work in ministry to do togeth-
er at Munsey!  Let’s build on all this news so that we continue to faithfully share our resources this summer and 
for the remainder of the church year.   Thanks be to God for His blessings and encouragement for our stewardship 
efforts during difficult times.  Jeff Anderson, Finance Committee Chair    
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EMAIL ISSUES – STAYING CONNECTED 
As United Methodists, we are all about  
connections, and that includes email connections!  
We have exciting things planned, and we don’t 
want anyone to miss a thing. We want to make 
you aware that Munsey has experienced issues 
with outgoing emails to Embarq and Centurylink 
addresses. The filters they have in place block vir-
tually all of our bulk email and, on occasion, even 
individual emails sent directly from us. Unfortu-

nately, there is nothing Munsey can do about this  
issue because the problem does not originate from 
our end. As a work-around, you may wish to pro-
vide us with an alternate email address so that you 
don’t miss our Thursday “This Weekend at Mun-
sey” email, the monthly Messenger, or other spe-
cial emails that we send. We want you to be con-
nected and we want to help. If you have any ques-
tions about this, please feel welcome to contact 
our IT Administrator at edt@munsey.org.  

CONNECTED THROUGH GOD VBS - THANK YOU! 
Although the rooms and hallways of Munsey were still and 
quiet during our scheduled VBS week in June, the spirit of 
VBS has been alive and well this summer as our Virtual 
VBS, "Connected Through God," came to life.  More than 
120 children were registered to participate as session one 
was released, and we anticipate more children will partici-
pate through the summer as our VBS lessons will remain 
available through the end of August.  In addition to reach-
ing our Munsey children and Johnson City area friends, 
our VBS efforts have been enjoyed in multiple other 
states.  We have also stretched north to Alaska and 
across the ocean to Kenya, painting a wonderful picture of 
just how truly "Connected Through God" we all are.  What 
a blessing and what a wonderful reminder of just how big 
God's love stretches!  It's not too late for children of all 
ages to register and see some of the magic that happens 
when a dedicated group of volunteers pour their hearts 
and gifts into sharing the message of God's love with others.   
 
Speaking of dedicated volunteers, we are very grateful for so many of our adults, youth, and children 
who quickly said an enthusiastic "yes" when asked to contribute to our virtual VBS experience.  They 
spent so much time and energy developing lesson plans and deciding how best to convey the themes of 
VBS and of God's love to the children who would be watching.  A skilled and enthusiastic production team 
worked behind the scenes to record and edit videos, to create a VBS website, and to spread the oppor-
tunity for VBS far and wide.  Our theme verse for VBS 2020 comes from Philippians 4:13, and reminds us 
that "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me."  Our VBS crew, both in front of the cameras 
and behind the scenes, exemplify this theme verse, as they summoned their strength and shared their 
gifts and talents so beautifully to bring VBS to life. 
 
While we missed the smiles and laughter filling the hallways of Munsey for VBS this year, we are so 
grateful that God opened up the opportunity to expand our reach to new friends far and wide.  When we 
first began dreaming of the "Connected Through God" virtual VBS, we had no idea that God would make 
it possible to partner with churches in Alaska, with programs in Kenya, and with other smaller churches 
who were looking for something to offer their children and families during this unusual year.  Your gifts 
and generosity to Munsey help make VBS possible this and every year, and we are so blessed by your 
support and encouragement. 
 
Kristi Estes and Katie Jackson,  Children’s Ministry Directors 

KIDS IN WORSHIP ZOOM CALL 
Parents, please make plans to join Katie and Kristi for a Zoom call on Thursday, July 23, at 7:00pm to 
discuss what it’s like to attend a worship service with your children.  We especially invite parents of our 
rising 1st graders to join as their children will transition from being on the preschool floor during all or 
part of worship to remaining in the full worship service as school begins in August.  We also welcome 
parents of younger children to participate, as it is likely that children will remain with their parents for 
family worship for a period of time as we transition back to on-site worship services.  We also invite par-
ents of older children to join us as “veteran” parents in worship to provide suggestions and encourage-
ment to parents who may be anxious facing this transition for the first time.  We look forward to sharing 
ideas, tips, and tricks in fellowship with one another! 

mailto:edt@munsey.org
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS—MIATTA’S FAITH BUILD IS COMING! 
After a long delay because of Covid-19, Holston Habitat for Humanity is 
planning to launch its faith build for Miatta and her family on September 
16th. 
 
As a Habitat partner, we are scheduled to work on landscaping the week of 
November 11-14. 
 
Here is some preliminary information regarding the build: 

 The daily schedule is from 9am-3pm. 
 We will need 6 volunteers each day, max. 
 Volunteers must pre-register online. 
 Only pre-registered volunteers will be allowed on site. 
 Temperatures will be taken upon arrival. Volunteers with a temperature greater than 

100.4 will not be allowed to work that day. 
 Masks, gloves, eye protection will be required. 
 Hand washing stations will be available. 

 
We will post more information in the weekly Update as it becomes available. 
 

Please contact Steve Wheeler at 461-8070 x209 or steve@munsey.org  to learn more. 

 
UHURU ACADEMY SPONSORSHIP 
This month I would like to introduce you to Jentrix Adhiambo Nyongesa.  She is a Form 1 
(Freshman) student at Uhuru Academy in Limuru, Kenya.  She is one of four students for 
whom Munsey has provided a partial scholarship to attend high school. Jentrix wrote to 
Munsey, "I am very thankful for your support to my education.  I want to thank God be-
cause He has directed you to support me.  I want your church to continue so that it can 
continue to support other students like me.  My parents chose this school because they did 
not have money to take me to a national school.  I pray to God that you will be praying for 
me when I am still in this school.  This school is great because it looks at the health of all 
the students." 
 
Like most of the students at Uhuru Academy, she would not be able to attend a high school 
at all if not for the support of sponsors.  Jentrix arrived at Uhuru Academy in January, the 
beginning of the school year, from her home in Naivasha sub-county.  She said that she 
was very scared when she first arrived because it was her first time there, but her family 
was very reassuring.  "When I saw this school for the first time. I was so surprised to see a 
very beautiful environment.  It was covered with trees and it had fresh air."  All of the stu-

dents are currently studying long-distance from their 
homes, mostly via phone, and are scheduled to return to 
Uhuru Academy September 1.  Despite these challenges, 
they must complete their syllabus in order to get credit for 
this school year.  Jentrix wrote, "It is going to be great if 
you will be continuing to pray for me so that I can succeed 
in my education and I can fulfill my dreams of being a 
nurse."  Jentrix's favorite subjects are physics and biolo-
gy.  Her hobbies are cooking, playing with children, and 
playing netball (a game similar to basketball). 
   
Uhuru Academy could accommodate 50 more students if 
more folks would step up as sponsors.  If you are interested 
in being a sponsor or Prayer Partner for a student at Uhuru 
Academy, please email Donna Crosswait at 
donna@freedomglobal.org or text her at 423-677-5808.  An 
education not only helps alleviate poverty, it helps alleviate 
abuse and teenage pregnancies. 

Jentrix Adhiambo Nyongesa 

mailto:steve@munsey.org
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NORTH SIDE ELEMENTARY--- A GREAT PLACE TO BE! 
Alexander Graham Bell said, “Before anything else, preparation is the key to success.” As 
we enter another school year in August, children will need to be prepared for learning, 
whether it is in-person or virtually. They will need school supplies whether they are used 
at school or at home. Eighty percent of North Side children receive free or reduced lunch-
es, which means their parents are having a rough time feeding them, let alone supplying 
them with the materials they need for learning. 
 
Last year, Munsey provided 88 backpacks and 115 bags of school supplies for North Side. 
This supply is gone!  So, this is how you can help during this difficult economic crisis: 
 

1) Please refer to the class lists supplied below. 
 
2) Put purchased supplies in a tied plastic bag and label the grade. We will put them 

into a 2 gallon storage bag for delivery to the school. 
 
3) Steve Wheeler will be at the church on Wednesdays (9 to 4) and Fridays (9 to 3). 

Please call his cell (423-946-4947) or the church (423-461-8070, ext.209) and   
Steve will meet you at the church, wearing a mask and gloves. When church reo-
pens, we will have the North Side collection barrel at the entrance to the church. 

 
4) Monetary donations are another good way to help. Please designate “North Side 

School Supplies” on the memo line. Refer to page 2 for ways to give. If you mail 
your donation, please write Attn: Steve Wheeler on the envelope.  

 
Thank you, Munsey, in advance for helping make North Side a great place to be!  

 

NORTH SIDE CLASS SUPPLY LISTS 
Kindergarten 

  
2 boxes 24 count crayons 
1 box 8 count large (fat) crayons 
10 glue sticks 
1 box of 10 count markers 
(classic colors only) NO skinny 
markers 
1 pair of scissors 
1 spiral one-subject notebook 
  
  
  

   First Grade 
  
2 boxes of crayons 
10 glue sticks 
2 packs of #2 pencils 
1 package pencil top erasers 
2 packages of markers 
1 pair child’s scissors 
3 marble composition books 
2 packages colored pencils 
1 spiral notebook 
1 plastic pencil box (This will 
hold supplies) 

Second Grade 
  
5 marble composition notebooks
(please purchase these colors: 1
-black, 1-red, 1-blue, 1-green, 
and 1-yellow) 
2 packs of wooden #2 pencils 
(No mechanical) 
1 pack of pencil top erasers 
10 to 15 glue sticks 
1 pack of 24 count crayons 
1 pack of dry erase markers 
Scissors 

 Third Grade 
  
Headphones (no earbuds) 
3 Wide rule composition note-
books (red, blue, and green) (no 
spirals) 
3 packages of #2 pencils 
1 pair of children’s scissors 
2 packages of pencil top erasers 
1 package of highlighters 
1 package of wide ruled lined 
notebook paper 
1 pencil box 
1 package of index cards 
1 package large glue sticks 

Fourth Grade 
 
Glue sticks 
Two black marble wide-ruled 
composition notebooks (NO  
SPIRALS) 
One 1 inch binder 
Ear buds or Headphones 
Index Cards (3 Packs) 
Wide ruled notebook paper 
Optional: One pack subject di-
viders 
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SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 
We host Youth Sunday School on Zoom at 10:00am on Sundays and hope to see you there! We look 
forward to having guest speakers share with us throughout the summer. Our Zoom link will be sent via 
email and text each week. 
 
COFFEE HOUR 
We miss being able to meet in groups at our local coffee shops, and we’ll keep meeting online to stay 
connected until we can. On July 9 and 23 at 3:30pm, middle and high school students are welcome to 
join us on Zoom. Bring your own caffeine, and we’ll hang out for a little while each time! 
 
DISCIPLESHIP TEAM 
We’ve been so thankful to meet with our Discipleship Team online and look forward to continuing to 
grow together. We’ll meet on July 12 and 26 from 9:00am-10:00am on Zoom before Youth Sunday 
School this month.  
 
RISING 7TH GRADERS ON ZOOM 
We are so excited to welcome a new class of 7th graders to our group in August, and we know that 
middle school transitions can be a little overwhelming. We’ll host a Zoom meeting on July 9 at 7:00pm 
for rising 7th graders and their parents to meet our Youth Staff and some of our Youth Discipleship 
Team and to talk about what coming up to the youth floor and middle school looks like. We can’t wait 
to meet 7th graders and parents there and will send the Zoom link via email. 
 
HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR PARENTS ZOOM 
It’s hard to believe that it’s almost time for college to begin and that our graduated seniors are start-
ing their next steps in life. We know that these months are a new type of transition, and we’re looking 
forward to meeting with our high school senior parents, Youth Staff, and John Redmond on Zoom on 
July 14 at 7:00pm to check in and to share what’s next for them in College+. Parents will receive a 
Zoom link via email. 
 
HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR SCHOLARSHIP 
Each year, Joyce Taylor Tallent and her sons, John and Alec Taylor, give a scholarship to one of our 
high school senior girls in memory of their daughter and sister, Catherine Hope Taylor. We are excited 
to congratulate Isabelle Dunkelberger as the recipient of this year’s scholarship. We’ve been thankful 
to John and Alec’s attention to continuing the scholarship in memory of their sister, whom they loved 
to watch play in all her games, and for Joyce’s generosity in giving the scholarship each year. This 
year is especially meaningful as Isabelle and Catherine both attended University School. Congratula-
tions, Isabelle! 
 
ZOOM MEETINGS—MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
July 9 @ 7pm: rising 7th graders and parents + Youth Discipleship Team & Youth Staff 
July 14 @ 7pm: high school senior parents + Youth Staff & John 
 
 

 

 

HAVE FUN ON VACATION AND STAY CONNECTED! PACK YOUR ELECTRONIC DEVICE! 
  
One of the unanticipated blessings that has come out of our time of physical distancing has 
been our social and spiritual connection.  This summer, as we travel, we can take church and 
Sunday school and small groups with us.  So pack your phone or your iPad or your laptop 
and plan to tune in to worship and Sunday school on Sunday mornings, to the sermon dis-
cussion on Sunday afternoons, or to some of the several concerts that are available.  It could 
be fun to share on our vacation adventures! 



 

 August Messenger Deadline:  
July 20 

SHEPHERD’S BREAKFAST HOSTS 
 

July 4: Strong Tower Baptist Church  
July 11: Explorers SS 

July 18: BCCC 
July 25:  Open Door SS 

 

Please contact steve@munsey.org  
if you are able to assist. 

 6/7/2020 6/14/2020 6/21/2020 6/28/2020 

Budget Offering $32,271 $33,822 $30,395 $41,489 

Capital  

Campaign 
$1,126 $420 $275 $1,233 

Missions  

Offering 
$1,224 $1,581 $1,330 $1,339 

Pastor’s  

Discretionary 
$153 $503 $213 $163 

Online  

Viewership 
1044 816 626 792 

 

SYMPATHY: Sympathy to Jo and John Marshall in the death of Jo's sister, Jenise Jones, on June 9 in Clearwater, 
Fl; to Angela Davis and Pamela Sengstock in the death of their father, Lynn Davis, on June 17 in Smyrna, GA; 
Linda Newman and family on the death of her husband, Dexter, on June 18 in Johnson City; and to the family and 
friends of June Shanks who passed away on June 23 in Johnson City. 

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS: Congratulations to Chris and Amanda (Biltz) Lawrenson on the birth of their son, 
Isaac Scott, on June 11 in Chattanooga, TN; Proud Munsey grandparents are Karen and Chuck Short; and to Alec 
and Kacy (Wiley) Bartow on the birth of twin girls, Teagan Morrison and Emerson Ruth, on June 14 in               
Birmingham, AL; Proud Munsey grandparents are Murry and Tammy Bartow and Todd and Polly Wiley. 

 

The Bible tells us that faith is the assurance of what we hope for and the conviction of things 
unseen. When we walk by faith, and not by sight, the injustices and uncertainties of the 
world appear before us as unsurmountable; the little mustard seed of faith that we carry 
weighs so much. Thankfully, when we cry out to Jesus, our pleas are answered, and he de-
livers us from all our fears. He gives us courage and strength that we may face the tasks be-
fore us without reservation or hesitation. The mustard seed may be heavy, and it may seem 
like putting it down, even for a second, would not make that much difference. But those who 
embrace faith, unchanging throughout the unpredictability of creation, will see the moun-
tains move. Hebrews 11:1—J.T. Rucker 
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FOLLOW  munseychurch  
ON INSTAGRAM  

UMW MEETINGS 
The UMW Reading Program was established to expand our understanding of God’s mission. Each month, one book from 
the Reading Program will be highlighted.  These books can be found in Munsey’s Library on the bookshelf to the right of 
the card catalog. 
 

 
 
UMW READING PROGRAM 
The UMW Reading Program was established to expand our understanding of God’s mission.  Each 
month, one book from the Reading Program will be highlighted.   
 

Who Is My Neighbor? 
by Amy-Jill Levine and Sandy Eisenberg Sasso 

 
Who Is My Neighbor? is a children’s book that has a message for all ages.  In this book Blues and 
Yellows don’t mix, but no one remembers why.  One day Midnight Blue falls along the road, and his 
friends Navy and Powder Blue do not stop to help.  When Yellow comes along and helps Midnight 
Blue, everything changes.  We know this parable as “The Good Samaritan”.  Everyone is our neigh-
bor whether he/she come from different races, cultures, or religions.  “Love thy neighbor as thy-
self.”  (Lev. 19:18) 
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JULY 5* 
God Blesses Those 
Who Do What Is 

Right   
 

Matthew 5:43-48 
 

Doug Grove-DeJarnett 
Preaching 

 

 

JULY 12* 
Love the Sinner;  

Hate the Sin   
 

Matthew 7:1-5 
1 Peter 4:8  

I Corinthians 
13:13  

 
Patty Muse 
 Preaching 

JULY 19* 
It’s Not Fair                                

 
 

Philippians 2:3-4 
Psalm 86:15 

 
Michael Lester 

Preaching 
 
 

JULY 26* 
God Just Wants You 

To Be Happy   
       

Philippians 4:4-8, 
11b-12 

 
Carol Wilson  
Preaching 

 
 
 

*We will host a Zoom gathering each Sunday at 3:00pm to further explore & discuss these topics. 
See inside for details!  

 


