
“For the grace of God has appeared,  

   bringing salvation to all, training us . . .  

to live lives that are self-controlled,  

   upright, and godly,  

      while we wait for the blessed hope  

         and the manifestation of the glory  

      of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.” 

                                                  —Titus 2:11-12 

 

Has someone in your family lost a job? Have you taken a major loss in your stock 

portfolio? Have you recently buried a loved one? Or maybe you just plain find the 

rampant world conflict depressing. These are not times for false or exaggerated hope.  

These are times for remembering that our true hope is in a person. A person who has 

experienced every challenge that we experience. A person who shares every challenge 

that we experience. We do not walk through the challenges of life alone.      

An older friend of mine told of his walk to and from school when he was just a child. His 

family lived in the countryside of southern Indiana. His walk to and from school 

included walking on a railroad trestle high above the valley. 

As a child, he found the trek fearsome; but his father took his hand and walked with 

him across the trestle. He said, “That’s what God does with us. He walks with us 

through the fearful times.” 

It’s an old, old story. But it illustrates for us that the One who shares the experience 

with us is the One who makes us strong enough to go on.   

The God of “now” walks through life with us. The God of “not yet”—the God of Christ’s 

return some day—strengthens us to meet the future. Let Christ be your hope in some 

new way this Advent season.          

____________________ 

 

Going Deeper 

Consider being a means of hope for someone else this Advent season—for the 

millions of people who will have nothing to eat today or no place to sleep 

tonight. How could you extend a hand to them in Advent and be the hands of 

God? 

____________________ 

 

Almighty God, I trust you for the difficult times. Reveal to me the ways that I can help 
someone else in a difficult time this Advent season. Through Christ I pray. Amen. 


