
“. . . in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord.  

   Always be ready to make your defense  

to anyone who demands from you  

   an account of the hope that is in you” 

                                                    —I Peter 3:15 

 

Someone asks you if your team is going to win this weekend. You say, “Well, I hope 

so.” Nice idea, but it’s not biblical.  

The biblical idea of hope is an expectation of an event that has not yet occurred but is 

certain to take place. Because of the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we 

have full assurance that we can rely on his promise of return. 

So be prepared. It’s going to happen. You might be thinking of all the needs of the 

world today. They seem overwhelming, don’t they? How can you see hope in the midst 

of havoc? 

I’ll tell you how. Hope is lived out every day. I know a church whose physicians have 

saved lives. That same church has teachers who also teach love to young people who 

have almost nothing at home. 

That church has business people who have gone the second mile helping people who 

were “down and out.” One of the ministers grew up in that church. She and her fellow 

ministers make major differences in many lives.  

Where in the world is this church? It’s your church—serving people by hope. It 

functions by hope—and gives evidence of the hope to come. This Advent be prepared—

in hope. God has plans for your life too.               

____________________ 

 

Going Deeper 

Speak to someone in your church whom you respect and with whom you are 

comfortable. Ask them about the ministries in your church—carried on by 

pastors and others. Pray for their ministries and for your role in ministry. 

____________________ 

 

Almighty God, I come to you this Advent season needing your insights to my life as I 
prepare to live by hope. I rejoice that my hope is not a wish but an assurance—
assurance of your provision, your return and your gift of eternal fellowship with you. I 
claim that hope for your insights and direction—for places in my life that I need to 
surrender to your control. Through that hope cleanse me, purify me, and make me a 
vessel of hope to someone else. Reveal to me your will. Through Christ I pray. Amen.     


