
Giving Back to God 
 In thanksgiving for all God has given us, these are ways we want to give God part of ourselves: 

  Pray for the homeless daily especially during these colder temperatures! 
 Talk to God throughout the day, not just at prayer time. 
 Help my neighbor financially.  Help my niece. 
 Studying Job and praying. 
 To help share God’s word in Scripture from the Bible to people who don’t know God this Christmas. 
 Stop worrying so much about things I can’t control.  Instead, I will use that time and energy to better myself and others.  The past is the past and is what I make it. 
 I want to try to help the needy. 
 Pray for God’s peace on everyone I meet. 
 Bible study and quiet time.  Personal notes on Christmas cards.  Preparation for a class after first of year. 
 Praise more. 
 Taking an 85-year-old friend to see children’s play.  
 Go where you would have me go. 
 Spend more time working on my soul-winning technique by learning  patience from my elders. 
 Searching for ways to serve society. 
 To help someone and pray for them. 
 Showing people there is a God.  
 Help whoever I can whenever I can.  Try and make smiles.  ☺  



John 1:6-8, 19-28 
     There was a man sent from God whose name was John.  He    came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that    through him all might believe.  He himself was not the light;    he came only as a witness to the light. . . 
   Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders in    Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was.     He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am not the    Messiah.” 
   They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?” 
   He said, “I am not.” 
   “Are you the prophet?” 
   He answered, “No.” 
   Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take    back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”   John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the    voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way    for the Lord.’”  
   Now the Pharisees who had been sent questioned him, “Why    then do you baptize if you are not the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor    the Prophet?” 
     “I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands    one you do not know.  He is the one who comes after me,    the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.” 
   This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan,    where John was baptizing. 

John the Baptist - The Paradox of Advent 
Combined in John the Baptist is the very paradox of Advent: 
the coming triumph of God manifest precisely in the darkness 
of the present evil age. John the Baptist heard, experienced 
and lived God’s liberating word in the desert and was thus 
able to preach it to others so effectively because his life and 
message were one. He certainly didn’t mince words. John the 
Baptist shatters the silence of the wilderness with his cry:  
        “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”  
 Not just “repent,” change the way we live, but repent and  
prepare for the coming of the kingdom of heaven which will 
upset all our securities and overturn anything we try to leave 
in place.  
 The joy and the challenge of Advent is that in Jesus Christ our 
God is coming, and our aching and longing for God will be 
met. But this God who comes is disturbing.  
                                                                     - Fr. Thomas Rosica, CSB  

 A Note about Christmas Eve 
 Worship and Dinner at 4:30 Doors open at 4:00 
  
 There will be no Open Door worship  next Sunday morning. 


