
“Love is patient; love is kind;  

   love is not envious or boastful  

      or arrogant or rude.  

It does not insist on its own way;  

   it is not irritable or resentful;  

it does not rejoice in wrongdoing,  

   but rejoices in the truth.  

It bears all things, believes all things,  

   hopes all things, endures all things.  

      Love never ends.”  

          —I Corinthians 13:4-8 

 

Let’s think about being prepared—in love. Love’s power made Christmas possible. In 

fact love outlasted all other forces at Christmas.                                               

Consider Herod—a powerful leader at the time, but the love of God was more powerful. 

Herod the king was a paranoid character intent on keeping his throne. No power was 

going to outsmart him!  

He was so threatened that he had three of his own sons killed and had one of his wives 

killed. Since he was Jewish, he didn’t eat pork. So the prevailing saying of the time was 

“It’s safer to be Herod’s pig than to be his son.” (Macrobies Saturnalis 2.4.11.) And the 

love of God overcame Herod’s plots. 

He told the Magi to report back to him. The Magi didn’t do it. He declared a slaughter of 

all boys younger than two years old. Mary and Joseph fled with the baby to Egypt.  

God was prepared for such tactics. Don’t kid yourself that these were natural 

occurrences. God “so loved the world” that his love was more powerful than Herod’s 

plans. 

God’s love is powerful—more powerful than any other force. God’s love can see you 

through the toughest time. Be prepared; claim God’s love.  Then take it to a broken 

world in desperate need. 

____________________ 

Going Deeper 

Check out the UMCOR web site and learn how you can be prepared with the 

love of God, aiding people who are hungry, injured, are refugees or in an 

emergency. Be prepared to serve in some new way in distressed areas of the 

world. 

____________________ 

Almighty God, grant me the same love that protected the Christ Child. Use it through 
me in service to your world. Through Christ I pray. Amen. 


