
“I was hungry and you gave me no food,  

   I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink.  

I was a stranger and you did not welcome me,     

   naked and you did not give me clothing,  

sick and in prison and you did not visit me.”  

   Then they also will answer,  

“Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry  

   or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick  

      or in prison, and did not take care of you?”  

Then he will answer them, “Truly I tell you,  

   just as you did not do it  

      to one of the least of these,  

         you did not do it to me.” 

            —Matthew 25:42-45 

 

Can you wait lovingly? Can you love God even while you wait for God to reveal a 

ministry for you? Can you act even while you wait? Of course you can. 

In the name of the Christ who has already come to us, we are called to notice people 

who are being ignored by the world.  

In the name of the Christ who will come again, we are called to notice these people—

and help. This scripture even tells us that we will find Jesus in “the least of these.” 

In the early church some people thought Jesus was coming back any day. They needed 

to quit waiting! And now he is here calling us to love the marginalized people.     

In Victor Hugo’s “Les Miserables” he wrote, “to love another person is to see the face of 

God.” Hugo knew the end times are in the present moment.  

Jesus tells us he’s here. This is, in fact, the meaning of one name for Jesus: 

Emmanuel—God with us. This Advent season wait lovingly, acting with the love of God 

to a needy world.  

____________________ 

Going Deeper 

Check out the entire scripture (Matthew 25:37-45) and discover how 

graphically in Jesus’ name the passage calls us to serve this world.  

____________________ 

 

Almighty God, take up residence in my mind and my heart, so that I truly serve 

someone in your name this Advent. Through Christ I pray.        Amen.  


