
“. . . those who wait for the Lord  

 shall renew their strength, 

they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 

   they shall run and not be weary, 

 they shall walk and not faint.”   

—Isaiah 40:31 

 

“I understand that it’s an imperfect world. I understand that God can use me to 

address world problems. I love God; so I want to help erase the problems of the world. 

Why should I wait?” 

Good question. Why wait, indeed? In a recent year 736 million people tried 

unsuccessfully to live on less than $1.90 a day. Many people in the world do not have 

homes and go hungry every day. 

Within a short walk of your church’s property are people without a home. Within a 

short drive of your home are people without jobs. Why wait? Why not love God and 

love and help God’s people now? 

A large part of Advent is waiting—waiting for “marching orders.” Should we wait? Yes 

and no.  

We are more effective if we wait. We are ineffective if we identify what we can do and 

then try to do more. We’re not ready to conquer the world. 

We are equally ineffective if we identify what we can do and then don’t do it at all. We 

are effective lovers of God’s people when we are effective lovers of God. God will 

receive our love and reveal to us what we can do and what we can’t do.  

Let’s wait upon the Lord this Advent season—and do what we are called to do and only 

what we are called to do. It’s part of our preparation in love.         

____________________ 

Going Deeper 

Look at online statistics on world poverty, hunger, housing, medical care, 

education and persecution. Let the figures convict you about what God wants 

you to do to help God’s children.   

____________________ 

 

Almighty God, temper my zeal with your wisdom. Take my service for your broken 
world—because of my love for you. Through Christ I pray. Amen. 


