
“Love is patient . . . .”  

—I Corinthians 13:4 

 

Waiting isn’t the “long suit” of many of us. Instant gratification is the “long suit” of 

plenty of us. We want it and we want it now. Ah, but Advent is about waiting, isn’t it? 

Here’s a story about waiting that puts Advent in perspective for us. It’s about the 

Coopers’ little girl.   

A few years ago, Father Frank Cooper was the Rector at St. John’s Episcopal Church 

down the street. He liked to tell the story of their daughter during Eucharist when she 

was a little girl.  

Years earlier, her father was officiating at Eucharist and the little girl knelt at the altar 

with her mother. In the past, Episcopalians didn’t always serve a little child. She was 

passed up for Eucharist. 

This particular Sunday she had “had enough.” She said to her father, firmly and 

adamantly—sufficiently for the entire congregation to hear, “I want the Body of Christ.”  

Ah yes, instant gratification. We want the full Body of Christ; and, like the Cooper girl, 

we want it now! But God in God’s love and wisdom has a different timetable for each of 

us and for this planet.  

We can be assured that we have enough of the presence of Christ to meet every crisis 

of our day. We can also be assured that we will learn new elements of the Body of 

Christ as we make ourselves ready and God reveals them to us.  

____________________ 

Going Deeper 

Next time you go to communion renew your high level of regard for the Body 

of Christ. Remind yourself that you are in contact with holy elements. Also 

remind yourself that this is a very special Advent act—in which you thank God 

for the living presence of Christ and for the opportunity to invite his presence 

into more of your life. 

____________________ 

 

Almighty God, I too want the Body of Christ—living in me, permeating my thoughts and 
actions. I recognize that my value is bound up in the love that Christ reflects. I also 
recognize that your patience is required in that love. Forgive me for the times when I 
test your patience. In this Advent season make me patient as well—with myself, with 
others, with this broken world, and with the return of the Body of Christ. Through 
Christ I pray. Amen.  


