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ONSITE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
We now offer onsite Sunday School at 10 am for children, youth, and adult classes who would like to meet in 
person. We’re thankful for all of our classes that continue to find ways to meet and are glad that Zoom is 
still working well for some. Our class spaces are listed below and are subject to shift as numbers change. If 
your class would like to meet onsite, contact Doug Grove-DeJarnett (doug@munsey.org).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ONSITE CLASSES: 
Birth-kindergarteners: Preschool Hallway 
1st-6th graders: Elementary Hallway 
7th-12th graders: Youth Floor 
Brown Fellowship: Sanctuary 
Context: CLC Meeting Room 
Cornerstone: LL14 

Mosaic: John Redmond’s office 
New Dimensions: LL16 
Open Door: LL10 
Point of Grace: LL4 
Wesley: LL6 
Virgil Anderson Class:  CLC gym (starting 
June 6) 

VIRTUAL CLASSES: The Upper Room, Ragamuffin Faith 
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A REASON TO CELEBRATE: CAMPING, CAROL, & CONTINUED FAITHFULNESS 
Throughout morning worship services and a drop-in reception from noon-
2:00pm in the Gathering Place, we’ll celebrate the faithfulness of Carol Wilson’s 
ministry as she retires and the fulfillment of our $300,000 Camp Bays Moun-
tain pledge, which continues to vitally connect Munsey to camping ministry in 
our area.  
 
We’ll have opportunities to celebrate Carol and wish her well at the drop-in  
reception, and we also hope you’ll come by to sign our framed Allison Lodge 
art that will hang at Camp Bays Mountain as a meaningful piece of Munsey’s 
connection to Buffalo Mountain from the past and Camp Bays Mountain in the 
present and future.  
 
We can’t wait to celebrate together and look forward to seeing you on June 13! 

PLEASE HELP WELCOME OUR NEW INTERIM PASTOR! 
Please join Munsey's Staff Parish Relations Committee, Lay Leadership Chairs, Lay 
Leaders, and staff in welcoming Rev. Dr. Douglas R. Fairbanks, Jr. as our projected  
Interim Pastor for the 2021 appointment year. 
 
Dr. Fairbanks served 48 years of pastoral ministry to the United Methodist Church be-
fore his retirement in July of 2018. Since that time, he has served in several interim 
pastoral positions. Doug and his wife, Carolyn, have been married for 54 years and re-
side in Abingdon, VA.  
 
Dr. Fairbanks' first Sunday at Munsey will be Sunday, June 27. For more details, go to 
www.munsey.org. 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH?  OR WOULD YOU LIKE TO DRIVE THE BUS? 
We’re restarting bus transportation to Munsey on June 6! Riders will arrive in time for Sunday 
School classes and Worship and will return home after the 11:00am service.  Reservations for bus 
riders must be received by Thursday each week. 
 
We also need volunteers to drive the bus (once every month-6 or 8 weeks).  If you need to be 
picked up on Sunday mornings or are interested in driving the bus, please contact Michael Lester 

(michael@munsey.org) or call the church office at 461-8070.   

WILL YOUR GIVING FOR MUNSEY’S ONGOING MINISTRIES TAKE A VACATION, TOO? 
Ah, Summertime 2021…we hope to return to the beach, visit the lake or park, go fishing, take a hike and camp, or 
take that much-needed vacation.  But while we’re doing that, Munsey’s active ministries don’t take a break!  There-
fore, our giving needs to sustain our ministries while we may be away.  This is the perfect time to sign up for Recur-
ring Electronic Giving by having your account debited or credit card charged automatically as you choose.  It is con-
venient and easy.  Please contact John Patterson (john.patterson@munsey.org) or Madeline Becker 
(madeline@munsey.org) in the Munsey Finance office or call 461-8070. 
 
Supported by your faithful giving, PPP funding, and expense controls, as of May 24 our annual operating surplus was 
$126,877.75.  To that date our income was $792,818.42; our ministry expenses were $665,940.67.  Our monthly 
PPP income will end in July.  Thank you for remaining faithful in your stewardship so that working together, Munsey 
Church will continue to fully serve our Lord and share His love in the congregation, our community, and this world.  
May God bless you!   
 
For your Finance Committee; Jeff Anderson, Chair 

IS THERE A PARISH NURSE IN THE HOUSE? 
Our parish nurse, Judy Ingala, is retiring and moving (see article above).  If you’re an RN and would like 
to discover a much appreciated ministry in parish nursing, let us know!  Please send inquiries to  
Michael Lester (michael@munsey.org). 

CHURCH LIBRARY—NOW OPEN! 
The church library is now open to our congregation Monday through Friday, 9:00am-4:00pm.  Come by and check out 
a book.  We have a wide range of books for all ages from religious to secular.   

Please join us in welcoming Paul Bowman, 
who became a member of Munsey on Sunday, 
May 2nd. 

Also joining Munsey are Nathaniel (Than), Lauren, 
and Alexander (Xander) Wilson. We also celebrated 
Than and Xander’s baptism on Sunday, May 9th.  

STAFF TRANSITIONS 
There is a lot of transition taking place within the Munsey staff over the next several weeks and months. We are 
deeply grateful to each of these persons who have given much time and dedication to the ministries of Munsey over 
a period of years and thank them for their service to God and to our church.  
 

 Beth Miller, who has been our Handbell Director and has developed the handbell ministry into a vital program that 
has reached both our congregation and the community, will be leaving her position at the end of May.  

 

 Judy Ingala, our Parish Nurse who has gone far above and beyond what was ever expected or required of some-
one in that position, will be leaving at the end of June to move near her family in Oregon.  

 

 Caitlin and Michael King, our Co-Directors of Youth Ministry, will be leaving to begin the process of moving into the 
ministry of hospital chaplaincy, Caitlin leaving at the end of June and Michael in mid-September.  

 

 Carol Wilson, as previously announced, will retire from active ministry with the June session of the Holston Annual 
Conference. Her final Sunday with us will be June 13. 

 
Each one of these people has left an indelible mark on the ministry of this church. We are grateful to them and thank 
God for their ministries among us.  They will not be forgotten.  



 

 

  
  

  
 

NORTH SIDE ELEMENTARY---A GREAT PLACE TO BE! 
A quote made by no teacher ever during the month of May is, “I have no idea how many days of school are left.” Plus, 
as you are aware, this year has been a year like no other! Knowing this, thanks to your generous donations, Munsey 
has tried to make the month of May a little better for both students and teachers. 
 
May 13th was Field Day for North Side. This is always a fun and active day for students. At the re-
quest of the Physical Education coach, Nancy McDonald, Munsey supplied an inflatable obstacle 
course for the students. According to “Coach Mac”, the inflatable was a huge hit! She wrote, “Every 
grade level showed such childlike awe and excitement. The Munsey membership blessed the ‘least 
of these’.’’ 
 
To make the end of school more “palatable” for the teachers, we took cupcakes from Cake Buds as 
a special treat. This was the third treat day that we provided for them in the last month. We also 
have treated them to Bundtinis from Nothing Bundt Cakes and trays of cookies and brownies from 
Peggy Ann’s. This was an excellent way to make the day special for teachers and staff plus give 
needed support to local businesses. 
 
During the summer months, we will be asking for your support by donating backpacks and school supplies. Last year, 
we supplied 83 backpacks and 115 school supply bags. The need will be there again as we come out of the pandemic. 
Thank you for your generosity in this vital partnership with North Side...It’s a great place to be! 
 
---Susanna Chinouth 

Steve Wheeler (steve@munsey.org), Director of Missions 
 
Greetings! It is an exciting time to be involved in missions. 
 
The new Melting Pot kitchen is up and running. If you have not been down the Melting Pot lately (like in the past year) I 
invite you stop by and check out what is new. 
 
We have a new community garden being developed in the parking area above the Annex. Eight “raised beds” have been 
built with four of them already planted. Our goal is to have 10 beds by the middle of June and with your continued help 
we will reach our goal. 
 
The mission trip to the Czech Republic under the leadership of Jason Bembry is still on schedule for this July. 
Family Promise is due to return onsite in July as you read the information from Laurie Hale in this issue. 
 
We continue to be actively involved in Kenya through Freedom Global as well as our continued support of North Side 
school students and families. 
 
Our Church & Society team is continually seeking ways to help us live into the Wesleyan principle of “do no harm.” 
As Director of Missions, I am humbled to be associated with the dedicated members of the Send Team. Shalom! 
 
---Steve Wheeler 

FAMILY PROMISE 
We are thrilled to be able to host families again in-house the week of July 11-18, and we NEED 
your help as follows: 

 Provide an evening meal. Contact Rubye Beck (rubyeb36@gmail.com)  

 Help with morning or evening transportation. Contact Scott Beck (r30scott@mail.etsu.edu)  
 
If you can help with any of the following, contact Lauri Hale (lauri.hale@gmail.com):  
 We need two volunteers to stay overnight for each of the seven nights; let us know what night(s) you can help. 

 Early evening host (6pm-8pm). 

 Help launder linens at the end of the week. 

 Help get things organized on Saturday morning before the families arrive. 
 Shop for breakfast and snack food for the week. 
Please consider helping our homeless families! 
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CHURCH AND SOCIETY NEWS 
Be on the lookout for brief videos on the Munsey webpage for updates on Church and 
Society ministries. These will include: 

 
 How we are working to help eliminate gun violence in our community. 

 What is happening in our region to encourage COVID-19 vaccination           
by those still reluctant to be vaccinated. 

 Our partnership with Hope for Justice to combat human trafficking. 
 
Please remember we are always seeking new members. What we do is 
more relevant than ever due to the hardships created by COVID-19.  
Contact Aubrey Lee to learn how you might become involved! 

June is the month of:  
 

BACKPACKS (Boys and Girls),  
2 GALLON SIZE ZIPLOC BAGS  

 

Bring your donation to the bin 
around the corner from  

Connection Point. 

mailto:steve@munsey.org
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FREEDOM GLOBAL 
THEY DID IT AGAIN AND EVEN BET-
TER!!!  The Form 4 students at Uhuru 
Academy in Limuru Kenya sat for 
their KCSE (Kenyan Certificate of 
Secondary Education) exams in 
March and April. These 21 grueling 
exams test what the students have 
learned during all four years of high 
school. These are all written answers 
with NO multiple choice, true/false, or 
fill-in-the-blank as students in the 
U.S. are accustomed to having.  They 
either know the material, or they do 

not. All 17 Uhuru students scored 
high enough to further their educa-
tion.  Ten qualify to go directly to uni-
versity. Munsey's very own Josephine 
Wavinya, whom we have been spon-
soring, is one of them. She is await-
ing acceptance to the University of 
Nairobi, where she plans to study 
law. Out of about 750,000 students 
who sat for the KCSE exams, only 
893 received an A grade. For the first 
time, one of those 893 came from 
Uhuru!  Based on their scores, they 
have again placed #3 school in the 
region, out of about 40 schools, hav-

ing been outscored by two national 
schools. Once again, they are ranked 
the #1 private school!!!  Way to go, 
girls! 

Katie Jackson (katie@munsey.org) & Kristi Estes (kristi@munsey.org), Directors of Children’s Ministries 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
We now have in-person Sunday School for all children 
from 10:00-10:45am and love seeing our kids on Sunday 
mornings! Check-in/out for preschool children occurs in 
the Gathering Place, and an adult leader will escort them 
to their class on the preschool hallway. 1st-6th graders are 
checked in/out from Room 209 on the elementary hallway. 
For all children, we ask that only one parent come to check
-in/out.  
 
STEELE CREEK PARK FAMILY DAY 
On Sunday, July 18, we have rented a pavilion for our 
Munsey families at Steele Creek Park in Bristol, TN. Feel 
free to join us there as early as 3:30pm to enjoy activities 
such as the train, paddleboats, nature center, hiking trails, 
and the playground, all of which are in the vicinity of our 
pavilion. Other activities include a splash pad and disc golf 
course.  
 
There is a $2 admission fee per vehicle, and train tickets 
and paddleboat rentals are $1 per passenger. Per the web-
site, the train, paddleboats, and nature center operate on 
Sundays from 1-6pm, so plan your activities according-
ly. Families may bring their own picnic dinner, and we’ll 
gather in our pavilion (the VFW pavilion adjacent to the 
playground and train depot) around 6:00 to enjoy food 
and fellowship together. All are welcome! 
 

WATER WARS 
Families, please mark your cal-
endars and make plans to join 
us for an evening of Water 
Wars on Wednesday, June 9, at 
6pm. We’ll gather in the Upper 
CLC Lot for a splashing good 
time. Wear your swimsuits or 
clothing that you don’t mind 
getting wet, bring a towel, and 
come ready to have a great 
time with our Munsey 
friends! We’ll have popsicles to 
share with everyone.  Families are welcome to bring dinner 
with you (although we can’t guarantee you won’t be 
splashed!).   
 
SUMMER FUN DELIVERIES 
We hope that everyone is enjoying their Summer Fun Kid-
Min goodies! For those of you registered to attend one of 
our Terrific Trinity parTy weeks, we ask that you bring 
your empty cinch bags with you on the Tuesday that you 
attend…we will be using the bags to create a cool craft 
during our time together. If you’re not attending, we hope 
you’ll grab some sharpies or markers and have fun deco-
rating your bag to make it special…we know how wonder-
fully creative you are! 

SUMMER ADVENTURES WITH JOHN & JASON 
Sunday afternoons are perfect for adventure, fun, and connecting with family and God in nature. During these days 
when we simply need to unplug from technology to reconnect with God and others, we hope families will mark their 
calendars for June 6 and July 11 for some summer adventures with John Redmond and Jason Onks. We’ll meet in the 
Lower CLC Lot at 1:30pm, caravan to our hike location (within 50 miles of the church), and return by 5:00pm. Families 
should plan to wear clothes that are okay to get wet and bring snacks, water bottles, and a sense of spontaneity and 
adventure. We hope you’ll join us for these adventures!   
 
FAMILY NIGHTS AT THE REDMONDS’ 
On the last Sunday of each month this summer, June 27 and July 25 at 7:00pm, families are invited to John and Denise 
Redmonds’ home (105 W. 12th Ave.) to fellowship in their yard. We’ll have a fire pit with s’mores provided, and fami-
lies can bring chairs or blankets. There’s plenty of space for kids to play, and we look forward to some laid-back sum-
mer Sunday nights together!  Questions?  Contact John Redmond.  

John Redmond (john.redmond@munsey.org), Director of Outreach and Young Adult Ministries 



 

 

  
  

  
  

 
 

Caitlin King (caitlin@munsey.org) & Michael King (michael.king@munsey.org), Co-Directors of Youth Ministry 
 
YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL 
We now have in-person as well as Zoom Youth Sunday School at 10:00am on Sundays and are glad to be 
back on the 3rd floor! We wear masks, socially distance, and continue to send our Zoom link via email and 
text each week for those who would like to connect virtually.  
 
SUMMER YOUTH LUNCHES 
We’ll meet on the patio of Holy Taco downtown on June 15 and July 22 at noon. Bring money 
for lunch, and we hope we get to hang out with you! 
 
HOLSTON YOUTH ASSEMBLY 
Youth Assembly is back this summer and will be June 28-July 2 at Tennessee Wesleyan University in Ath-
ens, TN. Assembly is a fun week of summer camp on a college campus, where students (rising 7th grade-
graduated high school seniors) are able to stay in the dorms and meet other youth from around our con-
ference. Covid safety protocols will be in place, and the week will feature games, small groups, worship, 
and free time. Registration is $320 by June 11. Students can register at www.holston-reg.brtapp.com/
youthassembly2021.  
 
SERVICE FOCUS 
We still have room on our summer Service Week, which will be June 21-24. We’ll meet each morning that 
week from 9:00am-noon to serve together. There is no cost to students or volunteers, and you can still 
sign up with Caitlin or Michael King by June 6 to join the team! 
 
HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR SCHOLARSHIP 
Each year, Joyce Taylor Tallent gives a scholarship to one of our high school senior girls in 
memory of her daughter, Catherine Hope Taylor. We are excited to congratulate Emily Horvath 
as the recipient of this year’s scholarship, and look forward to the wonderful things all of our 
seniors will do as they take these next steps on their journeys. 
 
 

SUMMER EVENING HIKES 
We have a summer opportunity for our college-aged and young adults (and those young at heart with 
strong legs) to get away and experience God through nature, meditation, and fellowship. If you’re looking 
for a break during the work week and love hiking, we hope you’ll join us as we enjoy conversation, build 
relationships, and learn to meditate on God’s creation.  

 
We’ll meet in the lower CLC Lot on June 8, June 29, and July 13 at 6:00pm and will return by 
9:30pm. Plan to wear hiking clothes and bring a headlamp, snacks, and a water bottle. Please 
let John Redmond know if you have any questions (john.redmond@munsey.org). 
 

SYMPATHY TO: 
 Linda Mitchell and family on the death of her husband, Ware Mitchell, on May 6th. 
 
 Aubrey and Sally Lee on the death of their 42-year-old son, George Aubrey Lee III, on May 14th. 
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July Messenger Deadline:  
June 24 

SHEPHERD’S BREAKFAST COMPANIONS 
 

June 5: Cooking Companions Needed 
June 12: Upper Room Sunday School 

Class 
June 19: Tuan Nguyen & Friends 

June 26: Cooking Companions Needed 
 

We continue to practice safe guidelines, face coverings, 
and no more than 5 "companions" per group. 

  
To serve or to learn more about our Saturday  
morning ministry for our downtown neighbors,  

Contact steve@munsey.org. 

 5/2/2021 5/9/2021 5/16/2021 5/23/2021 

Budget Offering $18,939 $38,020 $18,095 $16,862 

Weekly Budget Requirement:  $38,344 

Capital  

Campaign 
$50 $1,144 $150 $280 

Missions  

Offering 
$538 $7,354 $561 $802 

Pastor’s  

Discretionary 
$50 $80 $55 $295 

Online  

Viewership 
260 252 321 218 

In-Person  

Worship 
196 185 234 191 

MUNSEY GRADUATES 
We have many in our congregation who have worked especially hard during this difficult 
year to complete undergraduate, graduate, and doctoral degrees, and we’re excited to 
celebrate with them. Please join us in congratulating these Munsey graduates:  
 
 Casey Marie Graves: Bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood Development from ETSU 

 Madison Jane Dosser: Master’s degree in Elementary Education from ETSU 

 Chrissy Smith: Bachelor's degree in Healthcare Administration from King University 

 Rayne Price: Educational Doctorate in Global Sports Leadership from ETSU 

 Tatum Reaves: Cum laude with a Bachelor of Science in Early Childhood and Special 
Education from The University of Tennessee at Chattanooga  

 Caitlin King: Master of Divinity from Emmanuel Christian Seminary at Milligan  

 Stephanie Poget: Master of Accountancy from the University of Tennessee,       
Chattanooga 

 Allison Poget: Doctor of Dental Surgery from the University of Tennessee Health Science Center 

 Christopher Bradley Cahoon: Bachelor’s degree in Finance from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

 JT Rucker: Bachelor of Arts in English from ETSU 
 Bailey Grey Townsend: Summa cum laude with a Bachelor of Science in Interdisciplinary Studies from ETSU 

   Blair Henry: Bachelor’s degree in Marketing from ETSU 

 John Parker Epps: Honors Bachelor’s degree in Philosophy from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

 Matthew Szucs: Bachelor of Fine Arts in Drama from NYU Tisch School of the Arts   

 

Faith is defined by the Oxford Learner’s Dictionary as “trust in someone’s ability or knowledge; trust 
that someone or something will do what has been promised.” For Christians, our faith is rooted in the 
promise that when we abide in Jesus, then our joy will be complete. Provided with the knowledge that 
our trust is in the Lord, we seek to live in a way that shows our beliefs to the world. This is one of the 
many ways that we can advance the kingdom of God. Come to the church library to find more books on 
faith.   
 The Law of Faith – Grubb, Norman   

 Grace (Eventually): Thoughts on Faith – Lamont, Anne  

 Living As If: How Positive Faith Can Change Your Life – Miller, William R.   
 
--- JT Rucker 

FOLLOW  munseychurch  
ON INSTAGRAM  
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JUNE 6 
 

Finding God in Pain 
Job 13:13-15, Psalm 23; 

1 Peter 5:9,10 
 

9:00 & 11:00 Sanctuary 
Doug Grove-DeJarnett 

 preaching 
 

11:00 Journey  
Michael Lester  

preaching  
 

11:00 Open Door  
Steve Wheeler 

Preaching 
 
 

JUNE 13 
 

Even God Took a Break! 
Exodus 20:8-11 

 
 

9:00 & 11:00 Sanctuary;  
11:00 Journey 

Carol Wilson preaching 
 

11:00 Open Door  
Steve Wheeler 

preaching 
 
 
 

 
 

JUNE 20 
 

A Portable Altar 
John 14:13,14;  

1 Thessalonians 5:17,18 
 

9:00 & 11:00 Sanctuary 
Michael Lester preaching 

  
11:00 Journey 

Doug Grove-DeJarnett 
Preaching  

 
11:00 Open Door  

Steve Wheeler 
preaching 

 
 

JUNE 27 
 
 
 
 
 

9:00 & 11:00 Sanctuary;  
11:00 Journey 

Doug Fairbanks preaching 
 

11:00 Open Door  
Steve Wheeler 

preaching 


