
“I tell you,  

   I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine     

      until that day when I drink it new with you  

         in my Father’s kingdom.”       

—Matthew 26:29 

 

“Therefore we have been buried with him  

   by baptism into death, . . .   

For if we have been united with him  

   in a death like his,  

      we will certainly be united with him  

   in a resurrection like his.”  

                                                —Romans 6:4, 5 

 

Our baptism and the Lord’s Supper are Advent acts. They connect us with our faith and 

hope in God and our love of God who has come to us. Why? Because they connect us 

with the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ—the ultimate reason we have faith in 

God and hope in God and love for God. 

They are Advent acts because they connect us with God who came to us the first 

time—Jesus Christ. They are Advent acts because they celebrate the “now and not 

yet,” the God who will come again to us in Christ.  

The “now” of Christ lives with us, leading us every day. The “not yet” of Christ will unite 

with us in eternity. Our baptism will unite us with the risen Christ forever, and we will 

sit down with Christ to partake of the Lord’s Supper one final time.  

Will you receive Communion on Christmas Eve? Be prepared; the risen Christ will lead 

you somewhere you’ve never been before. Be prepared for Christ’s return, too, because 

He will lead you to the ultimate Lord’s Supper—in faith, hope, and love. Christ—now 

and not yet. 

Be prepared—for an inheritance, for we are, and will be, “heirs of the Kingdom of God.” 

____________________ 

Going Deeper 

Ask God to prepare you to receive the Lord’s Supper—to “partake of the body 

and blood of Christ in a spiritual manner until he comes.” Ask God to reveal 

new service for your life.   

____________________ 

Almighty God, accept my gratitude for Christ’s sacrifice for me. Accept my love for your 
grace to me. And accept my readiness to receive more of your plan for me. In the 
name of Christ. Amen. 


