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June 2, 2021 
 
 
Dear Munsey Families and Friends, 
 
As an Annual Conference, the Holston Conference is still working to find the best path forward 
for church gatherings and worship. There is no method to effectively guarantee everyone who 
attends services or meetings has been vaccinated without having people show their 
vaccination cards, and that is not an atmosphere a church needs to foster. Though the CDC 
guidelines have changed significantly for individuals, they have not updated the guidelines for 
faith communities since February. Our church, like most others, is an intergenerational 
gathering, with people of many ages including children, youth and adults. 
 
At the Munsey Church Council, after discussing this issue in its most recent meeting with input 
from our Parish Nurse and others, it was suggested that the wearing of masks be optional in 
most settings for persons who have been vaccinated. In settings where it is known that all 
persons are vaccinated, no masks are necessary.  It is important to remember that there are 
youth and children in the congregation who are not yet able to be vaccinated as well as adults 
who for medical reasons or choice have not been vaccinated. We encourage all who are able 
to take advantage of the opportunity to receive the vaccine, which is now readily available in 
numerous locations. When indoors, we encourage those who have not been vaccinated, as 
well as those with underlying health considerations and medical conditions, to continue to wear 
masks. Others may choose to do so, as well.  Also, though it is no longer required by the 
CDC, we will continue the practice of social distancing for the present time, especially in 
settings where it is assumed that not all persons present have been vaccinated.  
 
At present, in settings where people are singing, it is strongly suggested that masks continue 
to be worn by all persons when singing. As more information is available about the science 
and safety of singing without masks becomes available, we hope to be able to change this 
recommendation, as well.  
 
Again, we are seeking to be faithful to who we are as United Methodists. We all want to move 
forward safely and to have normal lives as quickly as possible. We are working diligently to 
make this happen. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact any of us.  Thank you. 
 
 
Grace and Peace, 
 
Doug Grove-DeJarnett and Michael Lester, Associate Pastors 
Rick Chinouth, Church Council Chair 
Trish Patterson, Church Council Vice Chair 
Tricia Nguyen and Boyce Berry, Co-Lay Leaders 


