
“There is no fear in love,  

but perfect love casts out fear;”                  

                                                    —I John 4:18 

 

As Charles Dickens wrote in “A Tale of Two Cities,” “it was the best of times, it was the 

worst of times.” That’s just the way things are in this life. But the love of God has seen 

you through the best of times and the worst of times.  

God’s love will also see you through the times ahead. Don’t forget, Advent is “now and 

not yet.” 

You and I are not alone in this walk. George Matheson was a young man who felt very 

alone for a while but he found that he was not. 

He was engaged to a lady whom he loved very much. Then he lost his sight. And the 

young lady broke the engagement. Yes, he was devastated.  

Then George Matheson claimed a higher love, and wrote these words: 

 

 O Love that wilt not let me go, 

  I rest my weary soul in thee; 

 I give thee back the life I owe, 

  That in thine ocean depths its flow  

   May richer, fuller be. 

 

Christians have claimed that hymn’s words ever since. The love of God saw George 

Matheson through the worst of times. And you, too, will find a new depth of God’s love 

when you need it. 

Have you lost your job? Recently buried a loved one? Find this world depressing? Been 

betrayed by a friend? God will see you through these times.   

Our hope is in the love of God. You can find all the love you need for troubled times—

through Jesus Christ—now and in the years to come. 

Don’t be afraid. God walks through life with us now. God will walk with us in the “not 

yet.”     

____________________ 

Going Deeper 

Find the hymn “O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go.” Sing all stanzas and claim 

the love of God for the darkest moments of your life.   

____________________ 

Almighty God, Your love will see me through the worst of times. Reveal to me the 
strength of your love for today and the days ahead—in the name of Christ. Amen. 


