
There is no fear in love,  

   but perfect love casts out fear;  

for fear has to do with punishment,  

   and whoever fears  

      has not reached perfection in love. 

                                                     —I John 4:18 

 

Many of us have seen the movie “Places in the Heart.” The movie is full of tensions and 

fears: racial tensions, tensions in personal relationships, tensions in business dealings. 

All rooted in fear. In the end, though, love—genuine godly love—surpasses the tensions 

and the fears. 

Tensions melt away by the love of God. Forgiveness takes place through the love of 

God. It’s a matter of living our imperfect but forgiven lives by the love of Christ now, 

and one day, living our fully perfected lives by the Christ returned.    

Love is a “now” and “not yet” matter for us. Today, because of the crucifixion and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, we know the effects of love for each other.  

Our imperfections and sinfulness sometimes stand in love’s way. But at other times our 

being remade into the image of God accomplishes glorious effects in the name of the 

love of God.  

The “now” of love is a most gratifying experience. The “not yet” of love—the completion 

of our transformation into the image of God by the return of Christ—will only be an 

experience far more glorious and gratifying. 

____________________ 

 

Going Deeper 

Find “Places in the Heart” in the city library or the church library. Whether 

you’ve already seen it or not, watch it and marvel at the insights you gain this 

time—insights about your own ability to let the tensions melt away and be 

more fully brought into the image of God this Advent. Then make plans to live 

out that love with someone this Advent season.  

____________________ 

 

Almighty God, there are places in my heart that I reserve for my control. I know that 
such places are destined for defeat without your authority. I repent of my desire for 
control. I accept your loving forgiveness. I give them over to your direction. And in this 
Advent season, I ask you to govern them by your love—now and in the life to come. In 
the name of Christ I pray. Amen. 


