
“Be dressed for action . . . . ,  

   for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
                                                     —Luke 12:35, 40 

 

“The one who testifies to these things says,       

   ‘Surely I am coming soon.’ 

      Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!”  

                                             —Revelation 22:20 

 

You’ve surely seen those cartoons that appear every now and then. Some guy is 

marching down the street with a sign that says, “Repent! The end is near!” Poor guy. 

He hasn’t read scripture lately. 

Jesus assures us that he will return. He also assures us that we have no idea when that 

will be. But every generation seems to have a few people who are sure that Jesus’ 

return is imminent. 

Be prepared! Live every day as if it could be your last. But live in hope this Advent—the 

kind of hope that knows our Lord is returning.  

Some of the early Christians put off their marriage plans because they were sure that 

Christ was returning any day. If you have plans for the future keep working on those 

plans. 

In my childhood a man in my town claimed he was getting messages from God and the 

chief message was that Jesus was returning soon. I’m now retired. Obviously that 

return hasn’t happened yet. Poor guy. He hadn’t read scripture lately, either.  

Be prepared with hope. But continue to do the service to which God calls you and seek 

a deeper life with God this Advent. It will strengthen your hope and serve others well.   

____________________ 

Going Deeper 

Ask yourself how you wish to be found when Christ returns. Is that behavior 

consistent with the way you will live your day today? Would you change 

anything? Above all, seek God’s forgiveness, continue to serve God’s world, 

speak about spiritual things to someone in need and provide yourself time to 

be refreshed. 

_____________________ 

 

Almighty God, I look forward to your return. I commit to live this day prepared to 
receive you. May your Holy Spirit work through me for the needs of this world and for 
my own refreshment. Through Christ I pray. Amen. 


