
“‘Do not let your hearts be troubled.  

   Believe in God, believe also in me.  

In my Father’s house  

   there are many dwelling-places.  

If it were not so, would I have told you 

   that I go to prepare a place for you?  

And if I go and prepare a place for you,  

   I will come again and will take you to myself,  

      so that where I am, there you may be also.’”                          

                                                     —John 14:13 

 

We have recently hosted a friend in our home. This year she experienced the death of 

her husband. She is concerned about eternal life. Will Christ return? Will he receive her 

into life with her husband? Now Advent is unique for our friend.    

Yes, I tell her; we can have faith during Advent that Christ will return. No, we do not 

have all answers about eternal life. But we can, indeed, anticipate it eagerly; it will be 

fully to our satisfaction.  

We can have faith that he is coming because God has promised us that he is. God, who 

has put into effect every other promise God ever made, can be trusted to put into 

effect this promise as well.  

We look forward to Christ’s coming because he will receive us into fellowship with 

God—fellowship free of pain, suffering, sin; filled with the love of God. 

We look forward to Christ’s coming and we need to be prepared. How do we expect to 

be received into such a fellowship if we have not done what we could to practice it in 

the meantime? 

We look forward to Christ’s coming. Meanwhile we have these days to love God and 

serve the needs of this world in God’s name. Trust that eternal life will be beyond our 

greatest expectations. Be prepared in faith. Christ will come again.   

____________________ 

Going Deeper 

Read Matthew 24:36-51 for a view on the return of Christ, what we are to do 

in the meantime and how we are to live in the meantime. Also, you might 

want to check out I Corinthians 1:4-9; I Thessalonians 3:13; James 5:7-9; II 

Peter 1:16 and chapter 3; and I John 2:28.   

   ____________________ 

 

Almighty God, prepare me to serve you well these days. And like John, I pray, “Come, 

Lord Jesus!” (Revelation 22:20) Through Christ I pray. Amen. 

 


