
“‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 “Prepare the way of the Lord,  

  make his paths straight.’” 

                                                   —Matthew 3:3 

 

If you want a pattern for living during Advent, try John the Baptist—the quintessential 

Advent person. John the Baptist who pointed us to Jesus.   

John the Baptist, who dressed so as to not draw attention to himself. Who spoke as 

plainly as he dressed. Who humbled himself, drawing attention to the greater One.  

Oh, you wouldn’t want to dress in the same way that John dressed. But you might 

consider wearing unassuming clothing to focus your attention on the coming of Jesus 

and not draw attention to yourself. 

You might want to think about your speech these days and ask yourself if it really 

focuses attention to you or if it draws others’ attention to the hope in Jesus Christ. You 

might want to consider some act of humility before God, your family and friends. 

John the Baptist—the quintessential Advent person? Yes. He called us to look toward 

the hope in Christ. He was a “now and not yet” man.  

After all, Isaiah spoke those words long before they were recorded in Matthew. Isaiah 

spoke for the “now” of his time, perhaps knowing that they would come true more fully 

years later. 

We can think about those words uttered by John the quintessential Advent person—

because even today they have a “now and not yet” dimension. 

And we can conduct our lives and speak our words and humble ourselves today—

fulfilling our calling to draw attention to the hope in his coming again.    

____________________ 

 

Going Deeper 

Think about your life during this Advent season. How much of your holiday 

activity has drawn attention to yourself or your loved ones? How much of it 

has drawn attention to hope in Christ? 

____________________ 

 

Almighty God, fill my speech, my appearance, my actions with behavior that points 
others to you—in the name of Christ. Amen. 


