
“For a child has been born for us,  

  a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders;    

  and he is named Wonderful Counsellor,  

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 

                                                    —Isaiah 9:6-7 

 

Picture a most improbable Christmas Eve setting: a rainy, muddy valley; enemies 

glancing at one another across the way, all of them far from the warmth of home and 

families; all of them at war. 

Such an improbable setting was the background for the improbable event of December 

24, 1914. The event was against orders. One group didn’t speak the language of the 

other. But still, it happened. 

But then Christmas is full of improbabilities: a young girl who was pregnant without a 

husband, a man willing to marry her, a rude cattle trough to hold the baby, angels 

appearing to announce the birth of the child. Improbable? Oh yes.  

The setting on December 24, 1914, was France in World War I. German soldiers were 

on one side of the valley—English and French on the other. 

The German soldiers put up a Christmas tree and began to sing “Silent Night.” Across 

the valley English and French soldiers could hear them. Soon soldiers from both sides 

cautiously crept into the valley. They shook hands, exchanged gifts, played soccer and 

sang carols.  

The improbability of peace prevailed even as both sides recognized how much they had 

in common—including life in Christ. Improbable? Oh yes. 

Today, prepare for new life in Christ. You, too, are an improbable subject. If Christ can 

bring peace in wartime, he can bring peace to you. After all, tomorrow we celebrate his 

coming. Be prepared now. And look ahead to his return! Be prepared.        

____________________ 

Going Deeper 

Check out “Silent Night” by Stanley Weintraub at the library. This wonderful 

account of “The Christmas Truce” will help your closing of Advent.   

____________________ 

 

Almighty God, I love your “mysterious ways,” and claim your majestic Spirit to change 
my heart. In the name of Christ. Amen. 


