
“Therefore the Lord waits to be gracious to you; 

   therefore he will rise up to show mercy to you. 

For the Lord is a God of justice; 

   blessed are all those who wait for him.” 

      —Isaiah 30:18 

 

Advent means coming. Jesus has come and is coming again. We await his changing our 

lives in some way during Advent. 

“Wait? Wait? Why do I have to wait? The world I live in doesn’t wait for much of 

anything.” Instant gratification is the thing. “Why do I have to wait?” 

Sometimes we wait because we aren’t ready for changes in our lives. So we wait. 

Sometimes we really are ready for changes in our lives, and God has prepared us over 

time. Either way, waiting can be good. 

“Wait” doesn’t mean to function without help, without direction, without guidance. God 

and God’s provision will never leave us. We can trust God while we wait. God is very 

patient as God waits for us to prepare ourselves for a new experience.       

Waiting is an integral part of Christian experience. After all, when we speak one of our 
best statements of faith, the Apostles’ Creed, we say, “he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, . . ., and will come again to judge the living and the dead.” God knows what 
we are ready for, and what we are not ready for. 
 
This Advent season decide what you are prepared to do for God in this needy world. 
Decide what God may be preparing you to do later. Remember that God is always, 
always at your side, preparing you for today and tomorrow. Waiting is perfectly good.   

____________________ 
 

Going Deeper 
Decide right now to live these twenty-four days of Advent waiting not for the 
right Christmas present but for the greater experience of the right task in your 
life—for the service of this world. And wait to see what God will do. 

____________________ 
 
 
Almighty God, grant me patience as I wait for your direction. Prepare me to serve this 
world in some new way. I am ever grateful for your assurance that you will make me 
ready for any experience that I encounter. Walk through this day and this life with me, 
I pray. In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

 

 

 


